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KEYNOTE PRESENTATIONS

CHARLOTTE SMITH
Charlotte Smith is a pioneering 
marketing and mindset coach 
who has transformed the lives 
of over 10,000 farmers across 
13 countries since 2013, helping 
them build profitable farms 
while living calm, balanced lives.
As a fifth-generation farmer, 
Charlotte experienced 

devastating loss when her family’s commodity farm went 
bankrupt when she was a teenager, leaving them owing 
money throughout their small town. This trauma led her to 
run fast from farming and pursue a corporate career at a 
Fortune 500 company.
Well, corporate life is not all it’s cracked up to be, and 
Charlotte’s heart remained on the farm. She returned 
to farming in 2009—but with a revolutionary approach. 
Combining her business marketing expertise with direct-
to-consumer strategies, she achieved immediate success, 
selling out her dairy products before bringing home her 
first cow and creating a customer waitlist.
Recognizing that 98% of farms go out of business within 
five years, Charlotte began teaching farmers marketing 
skills in 2013. She later became certified as a mindset 
coach, realizing many farmers had the right information 
but lacked confidence due to self-doubt and overwhelm.
Charlotte’s mission: “Let’s get you back to enjoying the 
farm you dreamed of.” She advocates for a new farming 
way of life, where farmers learn how to build profitable 
farms while maintaining their health, relationships, and 
love for the land.

Tuesday
10:30am – 11:30am
FARM MARKET KEYNOTE
Five Mistakes Farmers Make that Keep Them Broke—And 
How to Fix Them
Ballroom A
Working harder than ever but still struggling to make 
your farm profitable? Charlotte will reveal the five critical 
mistakes costing farms tens of thousands of dollars every 
year—and exactly how to fix them.

Tuesday
2:00pm – 4:00pm
Three Steps to Your Profitable Farm
Ballroom A
Tired of watching your farm expenses consistently 
outweigh your profits month after month? Charlotte will 
share the exact three-step system that stopped her 
financial hemorrhaging and built the profitable farm 
business she has today.

TIM BORING
Dr. Tim Boring serves as the 
Director for MDARD supporting 
the department’s continued 
commitment in investing in 
the state’s rural communities, 
expanding food and agriculture 
businesses, protecting 
consumers from the pump 
to the plate, and preserving 

Michigan’s environmental resources. He previously served 
as the State Executive Director of the USDA Farm Service 
Agency. Boring’s family operates a six generation farm 
in Stockbridge, Michigan. Prior to his appointment at the 
USDA, he was the president and founder of Michigan 
Agriculture Advancement. He also previously served as the 
Vice President of the Michigan Agri-Business Association 
and worked as research director of the Michigan Soybean 
Promotion Committee. Governor Whitmer had previously 
appointed Dr. Boring to the Michigan Commission of 
Agriculture and Rural Development in 2019. He earned a 
Bachelor of Science in Agriscience, Master of Science in 
Crop and Soil Sciences, and Ph.D. in Crop and Soil Sciences 
from Michigan State University.

Tuesday 
8:30am – 9:30am
KEYNOTE
State of the Farm: The Future of Michigan Agriculture
Grand Gallery EF
Assessing the current state of agriculture- today’s 
challenges and tomorrow’s opportunities in regenerative 
practices, resilient food systems, and innovative solutions for 
the future of farming.
Tim Boring - Michigan Department of Agriculture and 
Rural Development

REGENERATIVE AGRICULTURE SESSIONS 
Advancing Eco Agriculture
Farming For Generations 

Tuesday
10:30am – 11:30am
Michigan Agriculture: Resilient and Regenerative
An update from the Michigan Department of Agriculture and 
Rural Development on current programs and initiatives in 
the regenerative agriculture space.
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REGISTRATION
The registration area is located in the Grand Gallery of 
DeVos Place Convention Center. The entrance to DeVos 
Place is on Monroe Avenue. The enclosed walkway from 
the Amway Grand Plaza Hotel can also be used to enter 
the convention center. Registration opens at 7:30 am each 
day. It will close at 5:00 pm on Tuesday and Wednesday 
and at noon on Thursday.

Your registration entitles you to admission to the trade 
show and education sessions for all three days of the 
conference; for the Drone Spraying in Specialty Crops 
Symposium on Thursday and is an additional $60, you 
must have pre registered. Those who pay the regular 
registration fee for the fruit, vegetable, fruit/vegetable, 
other, or greenhouse options receive free subscriptions to 
the fruit, vegetable or greenhouse publications listed on 
the registration form. The fruit, vegetable, fruit/vegetable 
options also include membership in the Michigan State 
Horticultural Society and/or the Michigan Vegetable 
Council. 

SPECIAL THURSDAY REGISTRATION FEE
A special registration fee of $65 is available for admission 
to the trade show and education sessions on Thursday. 
This is good for attendance on Thursday ONLY. The 
special Thursday registration fee does not include free 
subscriptions or memberships.

MSU EXTENSION BOOTH, OTHER INFORMATION 
BOOTHS
MSU Extension will provide crop and pest management 
information at it’s booth in the Grand Gallery concourse. 
There is a charge for most of the bulletins and other 
educational materials offered.

A number of government agencies, commodity groups, 
and other organizations have booth displays to provide 
useful information for growers and farm marketers.

TRADE SHOW
The trade show features a variety of products, services, 
and information for fruit, vegetable, and greenhouse 
growers, as well as farm marketers. Again this year 
a separate trade show area featuring exhibitors with 
products for retail farm marketers is being offered 
adjacent to the Farm Marketing and Apple meeting rooms 
in the Ballroom area of DeVos Place. Make sure you visit 
both exhibit halls. The listing of exhibitors in this program 
includes hall location and product categories. The trade 
show will be open during the following times:

Tuesday, December 9	 8:00 am – 5:30 pm
Wednesday, December 10	 8:00 am – 5:30 pm
Thursday, December 11 	 8:00 am – 1:00 pm

EDUCATION PROGRAM
All sessions and workshops offered in the education 
programs of the Great Lakes Fruit, Vegetable and Farm 
Market EXPO and the Michigan Greenhouse Growers EXPO 
are open to all attendees. The Drone Symposium is an 
additional cost of $75 and you must register.

COAT CHECK
A complimentary coat check area is available on the 
skywalk level of the convention center.

PARKING, LODGING, DINING
The Grand Rapids Convention Bureau has an information 
table in the Grand Gallery concourse area. You can pick up 
parking maps, restaurant,and hotel/motel lists, as well as 
information on things to see and do while you are in Grand 
Rapids. The restaurants in the Amway Grand Plaza Hotel will 
be open at lunch time: The Kitchen Counter by Wolfgang 
Puck, The Kitchen by Wolfgang Puck, and Starbucks. The 
concierge at the Amway Grand Plaza Hotel is able to make 
recommendations and reservations for you.

To help our attendees with more affordable parking 
options Great Lakes EXPO will offer free trolley service 
for our attendees to and from the DeVos Place!
We will run a dedicated Trolley from DASH Area Lot 
#9 (just a few blocks over the river) to the front of 
DeVos Place Convention Center. The Trolley shuttle 
will run every 7-10 minutes on a loop during heavy 
arrival times and 15-20 minutes otherwise. The DASH 
Lot #9 has a $3.00 per day parking fee.
There are also fee based parking lots under and 
around DeVos Place if you choose not to use the 
Trolley. The show DOES NOT reimburse or validate 
any parking.
Shuttle Schedule:

Tuesday, December 9	 7:00 am - 6:30 pm 
Wednesday, December 10	 7:00 am - 6:30 pm 
Thursday, December 11	 7:00 am - 5:00 pm

LUNCH: WELCOME FOOD TRUCKS
Food trucks are back for 2025! The 2024
trucks will be present as well as a Mexican
food truck! They will be located in the
exhibit hall along the river side aisle.

CONCESSION STANDS
Concession stands are located in DeVos Place just inside 
the three entrances to the trade show exhibits. The 
concession stands will be open from at least 10:00am until 
2:30pm on Tuesday and Wednesday.

CONFERENCE INFORMATION
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CIDER CONTEST
Cider Judging
Wednesday, December 10, 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Grand Gallery C, DeVos Place
The cider contest will judge the best cider produced 
by Michigan cider makers. To enter, cider producers 
must submit two 1-gallon cider jugs at the Exhibitor 
Registration Desk in the Grand Gallery concourse in 
DeVos Place on Tuesday from 9:00 am- 5:00 pm, or 
on Wednesday from 9:00 am- noon. No entries will be 
accepted after noon on Wednesday. Cider samples 
must be thawed by 1:00 pm on Wednesday (this is the 
responsibility of each cider producer).

Judging will be open for viewing. Winners will be announced 
at the EXPO Banquet on Wednesday evening.

Tasting of the Winning Ciders
Thursday, December 11, 8:00 am - 9:00 am
Main St in the Exhibit Hall, DeVos Place
Sample the winning ciders from the cider contest. 

MSHS/MVC ANNUAL MEETINGS
MICHIGAN STATE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY  
ANNUAL MEETING
Wednesday, 4:15 pm
Grand Gallery Room D (lower level), DeVos Place 
Convention Center 
The annual meeting of the Michigan State Horticultural 
Society (MSHS) will include director elections and reports 
on activities. All members are welcome.

MICHIGAN VEGETABLE COUNCIL  
ANNUAL MEETING
Wednesday, 11:45 am - 12:15 pm
Grand Gallery EF, DeVos Place Convention Center

The annual meeting of the Michigan Vegetable Council 
(MVC) will include director elections 
12:15pm - �Expo 25th Celebration and Greenest Thumb 

Finals
1:00pm - �Regional Policy Committee and Networking 

Event with Chris Butts - Georgia Fruit and 
Vegetable Growers Association, Jamie Clover-
Adams - Michigan Asparagus and Carrots, and 
Jacob Smith, Michigan Farm Bureau.

AGRICULTURAL ORGANIZATION
MICHIGAN CARROT COMMISSION MEETING
Tuesday, December 10, 4:00 pm
Grand Gallery D, DeVos Place
Held at the conclusion of the root crops session.

CELERY RESEARCH INC. ANNUAL MEETING
Wednesday, December 11, 4:00 pm
Grand Gallery Overlook C, DeVos Place
Held at the conclusion of the celery session.

CONFERENCE INFORMATION

Scan to 
Access the
Conference
App!
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SPECIAL EVENTS
MIDWEST PICKLE ASSOCIATION  
AND PICKLE & PEPPER RESEARCH 
COMMITTEE FOR MSU
Tuesday, 11:00am - 4:00pm
Gallery Overlook Room G-H (upper level), DeVos Place 
Convention Center
Members of the Midwest Pickle Association and the Pickle & 
Pepper Research Committee for MSU are invited to attend 
this special research reporting and business program. The 
program includes a working lunch; joint business meeting 
of both organizations; and cucumber research reporting 
by researchers from Michigan State University, University of 
Wisconsin, and USDA Agricultural Research Service.
VENTS/MEETINGS

MICHIGAN APPLE GROWERS  
LUNCHEON
Tuesday, 12:00pm – 1:30pm
Ambassador Ballroom, Amway Grand Plaza Hotel

This annual event is being held on the first day of the EXPO 
again this year. This is a free luncheon program open to 
all Michigan apple growers. The luncheon is sponsored 
by the Michigan Apple Committee and a number of 
industry sponsors. A featured speaker will entertain and 
inform those attending. This year’s program also features 
awarding the recipients of the Michigan Apple industry’s 
scholarship program. There will also be industry updates 
from the Michigan Apple Committee and USApple during 
the program.

Apple Variety Showcase
Tuesday, 4:30pm
Trade Show Hall – Main Street

The Apple Variety Showcase offers attendees the chance 
to hear from experts, breeders, and nurseries about new 
apple varieties available to be grown now. See, touch and 
taste the apples as you evaluate what would work best 
for your farm.

TRADE SHOW RECEPTION
Tuesday, 4:00pm – 5:30pm,  
Wednesday, 4:00pm – 5:30pm

Join us in the back of the Exhibit Hall Tuesday and 
Wednesday for a reception with the exhibitors. Cash Bar 
and Light Refreshments. 

FRUIT AND VEGETABLE  
40 UNDER 40 AWARDS
Tuesday, 4:30pm
Syngenta Crop Protection Trade Show Stage
Hosted by Great American Media Services

PRAYER BREAKFAST
Wednesday, 7:00am
Imperial Ballroom, Amway Grand Plaza Hotel

Speaker: Joseph Fox, Reverend & Represenative

Knowing and Growing in Jesus Based on Mark 4:26-29
Joseph Fox is a Patriot not a Politician who has been
called to “declare God’s power to the next generation.”
(Psalm 71:18) The message today encourages us to both
know and grow in Jesus.

THE EXPO SOCIAL
Wednesday, 5:30pm
Ambassador Ballroom, Amway Grand Plaza Hotel

Join us for a relaxed and celebratory social reception.
This casual atmosphere is intended to foster networking
and connection. Mingle and connect with fellow guests,
enjoy light refreshments, one complimentary drink, and
help celebrate as we recognize outstanding industry and
academic achievements.
Awards presented will be the cider trophy, student 
scholarships, MSHS Distinguished Service, MVC Master 
Farm, and Michigan Agritourism.
The Social will start at 5:30pm on Wednesday December
10, with awards starting at about 6:15pm. All registered
attendees and exhibitors with a badge are welcome
to attend.

MSU COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE 
AND NATURAL RESOURCES COFFEE 
RECEPTION
Tuesday, 7:00am – 9:30am
Grand Gallery Overlook D

Calling all MSU CANR alumni! Come join us for a 
morning of coffee and networking with other alumni. 
Start your morning out right with good coffee and good 
conversation.

FRUIT GROWERS NETWORKING 
EVENT
Tuesday, 4:00pm-5:30pm
Trade Show Hall – Food Truck area

Join your fellow fruit growers for a time of networking and 
connection. Enjoy a free drink and two free tacos while 
you socialize. Hosted by the Michigan State Horticultural 
Society.
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SYNGENTA CROP PROTECTION STAGE
SCHEDULE/DETAILS

The 2025 Expo presents the Syngenta Crop Protection Stage schedule and details. The Syngenta Crop Protection Stage 
event is meant to be a place where attendees can get answers to questions and engage in discussion with industry 
experts.  The Syngenta Crop Protection Stage is located in the back of the Trade Show.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2025
10:00am - 11:00am 
Alamo Valley Solar- Title: Don’t Leave Millions on the Table: 
Get Expiring Federal Solar Tax Credits Now 

The federal solar Investment Tax Credit (ITC) expires July 3, 
2026—just six months from GLEXPO. That means growers, 
processors, and agribusinesses have a limited window to 
lock in up to 50% in total incentives before they’re gone. 
In this quick, no-fluff session, learn how to take advan-
tage of IRS Safe Harbor rules, and capture federal dollars 
before they disappear while lowering operating costs for 
decades with solar PV. 

Speaker: Michael Cooper, Alamo Valley Solar

11:00am - 12:00am
PLINAZOLIN technology: A New Insecticide Coming Soon 
from Syngenta Crop Protection for Management of Foliar 
Pests in Various Crops
Representatives from Syngenta Crop Protection

Sponsored by  

12:00pm - 1:00pm
MDARD FSMA: What to Expect During Future Produce Safety 
Inspections 
Joseph Smith - MDARD
Kim Galloup – MDARD

1:00pm - 2:00pm
MSU Respiratory Safety Session
Ed Parsons - Michigan State University

4:30pm - 5:30pm
40 Under 40

Sponsored by 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2025
10:30am - 11:30am
FSMA Water Rule Recordkeeping Workshop

In this session, participants will be guided by facilitators to 
draft two evaluations that are now required by the revised 
water rules: an Agricultural Water Systems Inspection and 
an Agricultural Water Assessment. This session is being 
led by members of the Produce Safety Alliance (PSA) 
Team, based at Cornell University. Our focus is to provide 
growers with accurate, reliable information, resources, 

and training so they can implement effective food safety 
practices to reduce microbial risks. FSMA Water Rule Re-
cordkeeping Workshop

Elizabeth Bihn - Produce Safety Alliance at Cornell 
University

12:00pm - 1:00pm
FieldWatch Registries – Your ONLY Defense Against Off-
Target Spray Drift!

FieldWatch registries are provided free-of-charge for use 
in ALL Great Lakes States to allow growers to map crops 
that are potentially sensitive to pesticide applications. 
This presentation will share details about the registries, 
their history and current use. It will also give examples of 
WHY growers should be mapping their crops here to help 
ensure stewardship of pesticide applications and to help 
be a part of the best solution to the ever present issue of 
pesticide drift and contamination.

Curt Hadley – FieldWatch

1:00pm - 2:00pm
Morgan Composting -  Tools to Manage Soil Health
Compost, Manure, and Natural Amendments We will 
discuss the use of Compost, Manures, and Natural 
Amendments to manage soil and plant health. We will 
focus on appropriate timing and choice of materials, 
along with proper management. Recommended 
practices will be kept affordable and practical, all while 
improving the soil for years to come. 

Theo Medendorp - Morgan Composting 

sponsored by 
 

4:00pm - 5:00pm
How to Create Positive Cash Flow
Why do we need positive cash flow?
What options create positive cash flow?
Which option does our team choose to pursue?
Who is involved in the team that makes that decision?
When does the team analyze, make and review that 
decision?
Every farm and business needs to answer these 5 questions.  
These can be complicated with unlimited potential 
outcomes that outside resources can help you digest.  

Steve Kluemper - AgriStrategies LLC

Sponsored by
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Education Session Room Locations: All education sessions 
will be held in the DeVos Place Convention Center’s 
meeting rooms. The Grand Gallery Rooms are located 
on the main level of the convention center. The Gallery 
Overlook Rooms are located on the upper level. Ballrooms 
A and D are on the main level adjacent to the Farm Market 
Exhibit Hall. The River Overlook Rooms are on the upper 
level on the west (river) side of DeVos Place (take the 
escalator on the west side of the Grand Gallery). Syngenta 
Trade Show Stage located at back of trade show. There is a 
map on page 34 & 35 of the booklet.
Session Summaries: Speakers in each education 
session have been asked to submit a summary of their 
presentation. Copies of presentation summaries will be 
compiled by session and distributed at the session. If there 
are extra copies, they will be available at the MSU Extension 
booth after the session. The summaries will also be posted 
on the website https://glexpo.com/attend/education/ 
after the conference.
Educational Posters: Educational posters will be available 
for viewing in the Main St in the Exhibit Hall of DeVos Place. 

Education Credits for Pesticide Applicators and Certified 
Crop Advisors: All continuing education credit will be 
submitted electronically. There will no longer be a paper 
version, except for OH credits. You will need to turn your 
sheet into the CE Desk and present your ID in Grand Gallery.
For those that are looking for CCA credits:
Your process will be the same as in the past, you will scan 
the QR code on the screen or on sign in sheet in the back 
of the room and follow the prompts to receive credit.

For those that are obtaining Michigan RUP credits please 
note the following directions:
•	 At the conclusion of the session, on the screen in your 

session room, there will be a QR code for credits; you will 
be redirected to survey monkey.

•	 If you have any questions, visit the registration booth in 
the Grand Gallery.

•	 OH credits will be done using the 2 part carbon form as 
in the past. Please pick up the form at the credit desk.

EDUCATION SESSIONS

GOLD
BASF 

Nutrien Ag Solutions
UPL NA, Inc

SILVER
Academy Financial  

Agribusiness Services
AgroFresh

BASF/Nunhems
Great America Media

HM Clause 
Illinois Foundation Seeds, Inc.

MACMA
MAF Industries, Inc.

Nano-Yield
Shawnee Canning Company

BRONZE
Advancing Alternatives

Arlene Resource Management
Atticus, LLC

Bayer Crop Science

Burpee 
Ecorobotix  
Enza Zaden

H2 Organizer
Koppert Biologicals Systems

MSU-IAT
Rockford Package Supply

Syngenta Crop Protection, LLC
Wafler Nursery

VM Agritech

SCHOLARSHIP SPONSORS
Bernie Swindeman Memorial 

Dave Smith Michigan Vegetable 
Council

Great American Media Services
Henry Butchie DeBlouw Memorial Fund

John Bukovac Memorial
Michigan State Horticultural Society 

Nutrien Ag Solutions
Syngenta Crop Protection, LLC

Valent USA, LLC

THANK YOU SPONSORS!
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GREAT LAKES EXPO EDUCATION PROGRAM
TUESDAY EARLY MORNING

Tuesday Early Morning 

FARM MARKET
FARM MARKET ROUND TABLE

Where: Ballroom A
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Garrett Ziegler, Michigan State University

Sponsored by Burpee

8:30am – 9:30am
Farm Market Round Table

FRUIT
ANNUALIZED STRAWBERRY 1

Where: Grand Gallery Overlook AB
MI Recertification Credits: (1) 1C, Priv CORE
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Cheyenne Sloan, Michigan State University

8:30am - 9:00am
Summer Plugs Provide Flexibility and Increased Yields for 
Annual Short-Day Strawberry
Courtney Weber - Cornell University

9:00am - 9:30am
12 Years of Figuring out Day Neutral Strawberries for Our 
Farm Market
Ben Kaeb - Heidi’s Farm Market

HARD CIDER
Where: Grand Gallery Overlook C
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Nikki Rothwell, Michigan State University

Sponsored by Wafler Nursery

8:30am - 9:00am
How to Best Grow and Make Cider from Different Apple 
Varieties
Mark Vansteenkiste - Twin Pines Orchards
Mike Vansteenkiste - Twin Pines Orchards
Paula Englin - Michigan Cider Association
Nikki Rothwell - Michigan State University

GENERAL
EMERGING TECHNOLOGY 1: ENVISIONING THE TOOLS, 
TECHNOLOGIES AND CAPABILITIES OF THE SUCCESSFUL 
GREAT LAKES SPECIALTY CROP FARM OR FACTORY  
OF 2035

Where: Boardroom
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Julia Miller, Michigan State University

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

Sponsored by Advancing Alternatives

8:30am – 9:30am
Envisioning the Tools, Technologies and Capabilities 
of the Successful Great Lakes Specialty Crop Farm or 
Factory of 2035
Julia Miller - MSU Technologies

FARMER STORIES: HOW I STARTED MY FARM!
Where: Grand Gallery Overlook D
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator:  Joshua Miranda, Michigan State University

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

Sponsored by Rockford Package Supply

8:30am - 9:30am
Farmer Stories: How I Started my Farm!
jøn kent - Sanctuary Farms

IPM 1
Where: Grand Gallery D
MI Recertification Credits: (1) 1B, 1C, Comm CORE, Priv CORE
OH Recertification Credits: (1) CORE
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Erin Lizotte, Michigan State University

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

8:30am - 9:00am
Impacts of Changes to Pesticide Labels
Erin Lizotte - Michigan State University Extension

9:00am - 9:30am
Endangered Species Act Impacts: Observations from 
Field Level
Elijah Meck - Syngenta 
Caydee Savinelli - Syngenta
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GREAT LAKES EXPO EDUCATION PROGRAM
TUESDAY EARLY MORNING

KEYNOTE: STATE OF THE FARM: THE FUTURE OF  
MICHIGAN AGRICULTURE

Where: Grand Gallery EF
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Kyle Rasch, Third Leaf Farm

8:30am - 9:30am
Keynote: State of the Farm: The Future of Michigan 
Agriculture 
Tim Boring - MDARD

USDA/MDARD PROGRAMS
Where: Grand Gallery C
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Tracey Barnes, MDARD

8:30am - 9:00am
MDARD Food & Agriculture Business Development 
Division Grant Programs
Tracey Barnes – MDARD

9:00am - 9:30am
Tools You Can Use to Better Navigate USDA Farm 
Programs
Corey Clark - Michigan State University Extension

GREENHOUSE
BOOSTING PERENNIAL PROFITS WITH LONG-DAY LIGHTING

Where: River Overlook AB
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Drew Koschmann, Walters Garden

Sponsored by Total Grow

8:30am - 9:20am
Boosting Perennial Profits With Long-Day Lighting
Chris Fifo - Darwin Perennials

WARM GLOW OF SUSTAINABILITY: HOW MUCH IS SOCIAL 
PRESSURE IN SUSTAINABLE CONSUMER BEHAVIOR?

Where: River Overlook CD
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Jeremy Jubenville, Michigan State University

Sponsored by National Nursery Products

8:30am - 9:20am
Warm Glow of Sustainability: How Much Is Social Pressure 
in Sustainable Consumer Behavior?
Melinda Knuth - North Carolina State University

LAVENDER
LAVENDER 1

Where: Ballroom A 
MI Recertification Credits: None 
OH Recertification Credits: None 
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates

8:30am – 9:30am
Farm Market Roundtable – Join your fellow farm market 
and agritourism operators to discuss current challenges 
and opportunities in the field.

VEGETABLE
ASPARAGUS 1

Where: Ballroom D
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Ben Werling, Michigan State University Extension

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

Asparagus Varieties to Pick and Choose
8:30am - 9:00am
Ben Werling - Michigan State University Extension

9:00am - 9:30am
Progress Using Indicator Plants and Weather Data to 
Predict Asparagus Emergence
Dan Brainard - Michigan State University

BRASSICAS 1
Where: Grand Gallery AB
MI Recertification Credits: (1) 1B, Priv Core
OH Recertification Credits: (1) 2B
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Chris Galbraith, Michigan State University

8:30am - 9:00am
Adaptive Disease Management Strategies for Alternaria 
and Clubroot in Brassica Production
Douglas Higgins - Virginia Tech

9:00am - 9:30am
Field Performance of Copper Alternatives for the 
Management of Cabbage Black Rot
Gary Vallad - University of Florida, IFAS

Tuesday Early M
orning 
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GREAT LAKES EXPO EDUCATION PROGRAM
TUESDAY EARLY MORNING AND LATE MORNING

PICKLES/VINE CROPS (PUMPKINS, ETC) 1
Where: Grand Gallery Overlook EF
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Saltanat Mambetova, Michigan State University

Sponsored by Syngenta Crop Protection, LLC

8:30am - 9:00am
Watermelon Production: From Selecting Cultivars to 
Improving Cultivar Practices
Wenjing Guan - Purdue University

9:00am - 9:30am
Roller Crimping Cereal Rye in Pumpkin Cropping System
Madelyn Celovsky - Michigan State University Extension

Tuesday Late Morning 

FARM MARKET
FIVE MISTAKES FARMERS MAKE THAT KEEP THEM BROKE—
AND HOW TO FIX THEM

Where: Ballroom A
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Garrett Ziegler, Michigan State University

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

10:30am - 11:30am
Farm Market Keynote: Five Mistakes Farmers Make that 
Keep Them Broke—And How to Fix Them
Charlotte Smith - 3 Cow Marketing

FRUIT
ANNUALIZED STRAWBERRY 2

Where: Grand Gallery Overlook AB
MI Recertification Credits: (1) 1C, Priv CORE
OH Recertification Credits: (.5) 2B
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Cheyenne Sloan, Michigan State University

10:30am - 11:00am
Temperature and Photoperiod Conditions to Optimize 
Greenhouse Strawberry Production
Josh Vander Weide - Michigan State University
Roberto Lopez - Michigan State University

11:00am - 11:30am
Strawberry Disease Management: How the Environment 
Changes the Game
Tim Miles - Michigan State University

SWEET CIDER
Where: Grand Gallery Overlook C
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Derek Plotkowski, Michigan State University

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

Sponsored by UPL

10:30am - 10:50am
Unpasteurized Cider Regulations
Kevin Halfmann – MDARD

10:50am - 11:30am
Cider Preservation
Wade Syers - Michigan State University Extension

GREENHOUSE
PROFIT, CAPEX, AND DEBT, OH MY! LOOKING AT CEA 
PROFITABILITY THROUGH AN ECONOMIC LENS

Where: River Overlook AB
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Brian Weesies, Mast Young Plants

10:30am - 11:20am
Profit, CapEx, and Debt, Oh My! Looking at CEA 
Profitability Through an Economic Lens
Meg Burritt - Michigan State University

SOLVING PLANT PUZZLES: VIRUSES, MICROSCOPIC PESTS, 
AND THE UNKNOWN

Where: River Overlook CD
MI Recertification Credits: (1) 3B, 7E, Priv CORE
OH Recertification Credits: (.5) 6D
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Dave Schaap, Schaap Greenhouse

Sponsored by Agdia

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

10:30am - 11:20am
Solving Plant Puzzles: Viruses, Microscopic Pests, and the 
Unknown
Cindy Reimink - Walters Gardens
Rochelle Rutz - Walters Gardens
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GREAT LAKES EXPO EDUCATION PROGRAM
TUESDAY LATE MORNING

GENERAL
BEGINNING FARMER RESOURCE & DECISION MAKING 
GUIDE

Where: Grand Gallery Overlook D
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Jon LaPorte, Michigan State University

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

10:30am - 11:30am
Beginning Farmer Resource & Decision Making Guide
Jonathan LaPorte - Michigan State University Extension

EXO-SKELETONS: FROM SCIENCE FICTION FILM TO REAL 
WORLD FARM TOOL

Where: Grand Gallery C
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Beverly Berens, Michiga AgrAbility

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

10:30am – 11:30am
Exo-Skeletons: From Science Fiction Film to Real World 
Farm Tool
Ned Stoller - Michigan AgrAbility

IPM 2
Where: Grand Gallery D
MI Recertification Credits: (1) 1B, 1C, Comm CORE, Priv CORE
OH Recertification Credits: (1) 2B
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Erin Lizotte, Michigan State University

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

10:30am - 11:15am
Porchlight Scouting: Staying on Top of Pests on a Diverse 
Market Farm
Ben Kaeb - Heidi’s Farmstand and Bakery 

11:15am - 11:30am
A Quick Overview of Some IPM Resources to Help 
Diversified Farmers
Erin Lizotte - Michigan State University Extension

MICHIGAN AGRICULTURE: RESILIENT AND REGENERATIVE
Where: Grand Gallery EF
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Kyle Rasch, Third Leaf Farm

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

Sponsored by MSU-IAT

10:30am – 11:30am
Michigan Agriculture: Resilient and Regenerative
Alex Svoboda - MDARD

LAVENDER
LAVENDER 2

Where: Ballroom A

10:30am – 11:30am
Five Mistakes Farmers Make that Keep Them Broke—And 
How to Fix Them

Charlotte Smith - 3 Cow Marketing

SYNGENTA CROP 
PROTECTION STAGE

ALAMO VALLEY SOLAR- TITLE: DON’T LEAVE MILLIONS ON 
THE TABLE: GET EXPIRING FEDERAL SOLAR TAX CREDITS 
NOW 

10:00am - 11:00am 
Michael Cooper, Alamo Valley Solar 

PLINAZOLIN TECHNOLOGY: A NEW INSECTICIDE COMING 
SOON FROM SYNGENTA CROP PROTECTION FOR 
MANAGEMENT OF FOLIAR PESTS IN VARIOUS CROPS

11:00am - 12:00pm
Representatives from Syngenta Crop Protection

VEGETABLE
ASPARAGUS 2

Where: Ballroom D
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Ben Werling, Michigan State University Extension

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

10:30am - 11:00am
Irrigation and Calcium interactions
Zachary Hayden - Michigan State University

11:00am - 11:30am
Working Towards an Automated Asparagus Harvester
Yuzhen Lu - Michigan State University
Naseeb Singh - Michigan State University

Tuesday Late M
orning 
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GREAT LAKES EXPO EDUCATION PROGRAM
TUESDAY LATE MORNING AND AFTERNOON

BRASSICAS 2
Where: Grand Gallery AB
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Chris Galbraith, Michigan State University

10:30am - 11:00am
Current Cabbage Herbicide Options and Research 
Updates
Lynn Sosnoskie - Cornell University

11:00am - 11:30am
Overcoming Nutrient Management Challenges in 
Organic Broccoli Production
Stephen Stresow - Michigan State University

PICKLES/VINE CROPS (PUMPKINS, ETC) 2
Where: Grand Gallery Overlook EF
MI Recertification Credits: (1) 1B, Priv CORE
OH Recertification Credits: (1) 2B
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Saltanat Mambetova, Michigan State University

10:30am - 11:00am
Demystifying Phytophthora Crown and Fruit Rot 
Management Strategies for Cucurbits
Doug Higgins - Virginia Tech

11:00am - 11:30am
Downy Mildew Updates
Mary Hausbeck - Michigan State University

Tuesday Afternoon

FARM MARKET
THREE STEPS TO YOUR PROFITABLE FARM

Where: Ballroom A
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Garrett Ziegler, Michigan State University

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

2:00pm - 4:00pm
Three Steps to Your Profitable Farm
Charlotte Smith - 3 Cow Marketing

FRUIT
APPLE 1

Where: Ballroom D
MI Recertification Credits: (1) 1C, Priv CORE
OH Recertification Credits: (.5) 2B
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Emily Lavely, Michigan State University

Sponsored by UPL

2:00pm - 2:30pm
Apple Vulnerability to Winter Freeze and Spring Frost Events
Todd Einhorn - Michigan State University

2:30pm - 3:00pm
Climate Change Adaptations for Pest Management
Jacquelyn Perkins - Michigan State University

3:00pm – 3:30pm
Evercrisp, But not Ever Lasting: Are There Strategies to 
Help us Preserve Evercrisp Quality?
Randy Beaudry - Michigan State University

3:30pm – 4:00pm
Robotic Apple Harvesting: Is it a Fiction or the Future
Renfu Lu - Michigan State University/USDA - ARS

GRAPE
Where: Grand Gallery C
MI Recertification Credits: (2) 2, Priv CORE
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Esmaeil Nasrollahiazar, Michigan State University

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

Sponsored by Nano-Yield

2:00pm - 2:35pm
Pruning with Purpose: Strategies for Fruit Quality, Vine 
Balance, and Long-Term Vineyard Health in Michigan 
Cool Climate
Paolo Sabbatini - Michigan State University

2:35pm - 3:00pm
Grapevine Freeze Damage: Physiology & Assessment
Hava Delavar - North Dakota State University

3:00pm – 3:30pm
Canopy Management for Quality Grapes in Cool-Climate 
Vineyards
Hans Walter-Peterson - Cornell Cooperative Extension

3:30pm – 4:00pm
Grapevine Red Blotch Virus: Understanding Its Impact 
and Management Strategies 
Alexander Levin - Oregon State University
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 Fruit Growers Networking Event 4-5:30pm See page 7  
for details.
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GREAT LAKES EXPO EDUCATION PROGRAM
TUESDAY AFTERNOON

GENERAL
EMERGING TECHNOLOGY 2 - ENVISIONING THE 
PRODUCT DIFFERENTIATION OPTIONS, FINANCIAL AND 
INFORMATIONAL TOOLS OF THE SUCCESSFUL GREAT LAKES 
SPECIALTY CROP FARM OR FACTORY OF 2035

Where: Boardroom
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Julia Miller, Michigan State University

Sponsored by Bayer Crop Science

2:00pm - 4:00pm 
Emerging Technology 2 - Envisioning the Product 
Differentiation Options, Financial and Informational Tools 
of the Successful Great Lakes Specialty Crop Farm or 
Factory of 2035
Joe Affholter - MSU Technologies

FARM & ORCHARD WILDLIFE SOLUTIONS: PRACTICAL 
STRATEGIES FOR WILDLIFE CONTROL

Where: Grand Gallery Overlook D
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Erin Lizotte, Michigan State University

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

2:00pm - 2:30pm
Wildlife in Michigan and Resources Available
Erin Lizotte - Michigan State University Extension

2:30pm - 3:00pm
Regulations and Permits for Managing Bird Damage on 
Farms
Tim Wilson - USDA Wildlife Service

Earl Krom - USDA Wildlife Services

3:00pm – 3:30pm
Managing Deer in Farms and Orchards
 John Niewoonder - MDNR Wildlife Division

3:30pm – 4:00pm
Ask the Experts: Tackling Deer, Birds, and More on the 
Farm
�Session Presenters - USDA-Wildlife, MDNR Wildlife  
Division, MSUE

NEW MARKET OPPORTUNITIES FOR REGENERATIVE FARMS
Where: Grand Gallery EF
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Kyle Rasch, Third Leaf Farm

2:00pm - 3:00pm
New Market Opportunities for Regenerative Farms
Speakers TBD

ORGANIC TRANSITIONS
Where: Grand Gallery Overlook C
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Katie Brandt, Michigan State University

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

2:00pm - 4:00pm
Farmer Stories: Transitioning to Organic
Joannée DeBruhl - JADeBruhl LLC
Clarice Shepherd - Palmerston Urban Community Garden
Joanne Westphal - Cherry Connection Enterprises LLC

Cheryl Kobernik - North Star Organics
Jerret Johnson - Transform Communities Network

SOIL HEALTH & COVER CROPPING
Where: Grand Gallery AB
MI Recertification Credits: (1) 1B, Priv CORE
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Zack Hayden, Michigan State University

2:00pm - 2:30pm
Cover Cropping and Prairie Strip Effects on Soil Health 
Metrics
Lisa Hargest - Michigan State University
Rachel Drobnak - Michigan State University

2:30pm - 3:00pm
A Mixed Systems Approach: Balancing Soil Fertility 
Management with Long-Term Soil Health
Petrus Langenhoven - Purdue University
Nathan Shoaf - Purdue University

3:00pm – 3:30pm 
Getting the Most Out of Cover Crops
Madelyn Celovsky - Michigan State University

3:30pm – 4:00pm
Know Before You Grow: Cover Crops and Disease Risk
Mary Hausbeck - Michigan State University
Ethan Tippett - Michigan State University

GREENHOUSE
PRACTICAL SOLUTIONS FOR GREENHOUSE DISEASE 
CHALLENGES

Where: River Overlook AB
MI Recertification Credits: (1) 3B, 7E, Priv CORE
OH Recertification Credits: (.5) 6D
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Tonya Powell, Kalamazoo Specialty Plants

Sponsored by Envu

1:30pm - 2:20pm
Practical Solutions for Greenhouse Disease Challenges
Mary Hausbeck - Michigan State University

Tuesday A
fternoon
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GREAT LAKES EXPO EDUCATION PROGRAM
TUESDAY AFTERNOON

WHAT ‘LOCAL’ REALLY MEANS: MARKETING STRATEGIES 
FOR CONNECTING CONSUMERS TO LOCALLY GROWN 
PLANTS

Where: River Overlook CD
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Heidi Lindberg, Michigan State University

Sponsored by Proven Winners & Four Star Greenhouse

1:30pm - 2:20pm
What ‘Local’ Really Means: Marketing Strategies for 
Connecting Consumers to Locally Grown Plants
Melinda Knuth - North Carolina State University

GETTING FLORICULTURE CROPS BACK ON TRACK
Where: River Overlook AB
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Tonya Powell, Kalamazoo Specialty Plants

Sponsored by Nufarm

2:40pm - 3:30pm
Getting Floriculture Crops Back on Track
Erik Runkle - Michigan State University

PESTICIDE ROTATION IS AS SIMPLE AS 1, 2, 3
Where: River Overlook CD
MI Recertification Credits: (1) 3B, 7E, Priv CORE
OH Recertification Credits: (.5) 6D
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Drew Koschmann, Walters Garden

2:40pm - 3:30pm
Pesticide Rotation Is as Simple as 1, 2, 3
Juang Chong - SePRO Corporation

LAVENDER
LAVENDER 3

Where: River Overlook EF
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Jeremy Jubenville, Michigan State University

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

2:00pm - 2:50pm
From Field to Bottle: Lavender Harvesting and Processing 
Essentials
Bill Mansfield - Lavender Hill Farm
Kaitlin McHenry - Lavender Hill Farm

 3:00pm - 4:00pm 
15-Minute Challenge: Three Big Topics Every Lavender 
Grower Should Know

3:00pm - 3:20pm
Building a Business that Lasts
Florencia Colella - Michigan State University

 3:20pm - 3:35pm
Zoning Laws 101: Avoiding Regulatory Roadblocks
Matt Kapp - Michigan Farm Bureau

SYNGENTA CROP 
PROTECTION STAGE

MDARD FSMA: WHAT TO EXPECT DURING FUTURE 
PRODUCE SAFETY INSPECTIONS

Where: Syngenta Crop Protection Trade Show Stage

12:00pm - 1:00pm
MDARD FSMA: What to Expect During Future Produce 
Safety Inspections 
Joseph Smith - MDARD
Kim Galloup - MDARD

MSU RESPIRATORY SAFETY SESSION
Where: Syngenta Crop Protection Trade Show Stage

1:00pm - 2:00pm
MSU Respiratory Safety Session
Ed Parsons - Michigan State University

40 UNDER 40
Where: Syngenta Crop Protection Trade Show Stage

4:30pm - 5:30pm
40 Under 40
Sponsored by Great American Media Services

VEGETABLE
ROOT CROPS

Where: Grand Gallery D
MI Recertification Credits: (2) 1B, Priv CORE
OH Recertification Credits: (1) 2B
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Ben Werling, Michigan State University Extension

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

Sponsored by Illinois Foundation Seeds, Inc

2:00pm – 2:30pm
Managing Carrot Root and Foliar Diseases
Mary Hausbeck - Michigan State University
Ethan Tippett - Michigan State University

2:30pm – 3:00pm
Beeting Weeds by Exploring New Chemistries, Lasers and 
Smart Sprayers for Table Beets and Carrots
Lynn Sosnoskie - Cornell AgriTech
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GREAT LAKES EXPO EDUCATION PROGRAM
TUESDAY AFTERNOON AND WEDNESDAY EARLY MORNING

3:00pm – 3:30pm
Controlling Herbicide Resistant Weeds in Carrots – 
What’s Happening in Wisconsin?
Jed Colquhoun - University of Wisconsin

3:30pm – 4:00pm
Understanding Heavy Metal Accumulation in Carrots
Zachary Hayden - Michigan State University

SWEET CORN
Where: Grand Gallery Overlook EF
MI Recertification Credits: (1) 1B, Priv CORE
OH Recertification Credits: (1) 2B 
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates 
Moderator: Chris Galbraith, Michigan State University

Sponsored by HM Clause

2:00pm - 2:45pm
Supersweet Sweet Corn Cold Soil Germination Trial 
Results
Dan Fillius - Iowa State University Extension and Outreach

2:45pm - 3:15pm
Know Before You Grow: Understanding Fungicide Seed 
Treatments for Sweet Corn
Douglas Higgins - Virginia Tech

3:15pm – 4:00pm
Current Corn Earworm Management Recommendations 
and Ongoing Updates
Kelly Hamby - University of Maryland

Wednesday Early Morning

FARM MARKET
TELLING YOUR FARM STORY THROUGH FOOD WITH THE 
BLUEBERRY CHICKS

Where: Ballroom A
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Garrett Ziegler, Michigan State University

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

8:30am - 9:30am
Telling Your Farm Story Through Food with the Blueberry 
Chicks
Shelly Hartmann - True Blue Farms
Patrice “Treat” Hartmann - True Blue Farms

FRUIT
BLUEBERRY 1

Where: Ballroom D
MI Recertification Credits: (1) 1C, Priv CORE
OH Recertification Credits: (1) 2B
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Carlos Garcia-Salazar, Michigan State University

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

Sponsored by Koppert Biologicals Systems

8:30am - 9:30am
Advances on the Management of the Spotted Wing 
Drosophila (Drosophila Suzuki) with Entomopathogenic 
Nematodes (EPNs) and Soil Dweller Predatory Insects
Carlos Garcia-Salazar - Michigan State University

PEACH/PLUM 1
Where: Grand Gallery Overlook GH
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Emily Lavely, Michigan State University

Sponsored by Valent

8:30am - 9:10am
Chemical Thinning of Peaches and Nectarines with 
Accede
Jozsef Racsko - Valent U.S.A.

9:10am - 9:30am
What’s New for Peach and Plum Varieties for Wholesale 
and Farm Markets?
Industry Experts - Various

TART CHERRY
Where: Grand Gallery Overlook EF
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Nikki Rothwell, Michigan State University

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

Sponsored by Nutrien Ag Solutions

8:30am - 9:30am
U.S. Tart Cherry Industry: FY26 Strategy & Plans 
Amy Cohn - Cherry Marketing Institute
Katya Murray - Curious Plot

W
ednesday  Early M

orning 
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GREAT LAKES EXPO EDUCATION PROGRAM
WEDNESDAY EARLY MORNING

GENERAL
LABOR 1 - US LABOR MARKET AND POLICY PERSPECTIVES

Where: Grand Gallery AB
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Zach Rutledge, Michigan State University

Sponsored by Arlene Resource Management

8:30am - 9:00am
The U.S. Labor Market and Policy Perspectives National 
Legislation and Litigation Updates
Michael Marsh - National Legislation and Litigation

9:00am - 9:30am
Updates The Current U.S. Labor Market
Philip Martin - University of California Davis

PRODUCE SAFETY RULE (PSR) PRE-HARVEST 
AGRICULTURAL WATER: UNDERSTANDING AND 
IMPLEMENTING REVISED REQUIREMENTS

Where: Grand Gallery Overlook AB
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Phil Tocco, Michigan State University

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

8:30am - 9:00am
Food Safety Modernization Act Produce Safety Rule 
Subpart E update: Preharvest Water
Elizabeth Bihn - Produce Safety Alliance at Cornell University
Don Stoeckel - Produce Safety Alliance at Cornell University
Laurie George - Produce Safety Alliance at Cornell University

9:00am - 9:30am
Going with the (Water) Flow: Showing How Water 
Movement Might Impact Water Quality
Don Stoeckel - Produce Safety Alliance at Cornell University

GREENHOUSE
ADVANCING WOODY ORNAMENTAL PROPAGATION WITH 
ENVIRONMENTAL AND CULTURAL STRATEGIES

Where: River Overlook AB
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Tom Dudek, Michigan State University

Sponsored by Fine Americas

8:30am - 9:20am
Advancing Woody Ornamental Propagation With 
Environmental and Cultural Strategies
Garrett Owen - Ohio State University

CUT FLOWERS: MAINTAINING QUALITY FROM HARVEST TO 
MARKET

Where: River Overlook EF
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Jeremy Jubenville, Michigan State University

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

Sponsored by FloraLife

8:30am - 9:20am
Cut Flowers: Maintaining Quality from Harvest to Market
Jim Faust - Clemson University

TIPS FOR PRODUCING TROPICAL FLOWERING PLANTS AND 
AVOIDING CALADIUM CONUNDRUMS

Where: River Overlook CD
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Roberto Lopez, Michigan State University

Sponsored by Classic Caladiums

8:30am - 9:20am
Tips for Producing Tropical Flowering Plants and Avoiding 
Caladium Conundrums
Roberto Lopez - Michigan State University

VEGETABLE
CELERY

Where: Grand Gallery Overlook C
MI Recertification Credits: (1) 1B, Priv CORE
OH Recertification Credits: (.5) 2B
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Ben Werling, Michigan State University Extension

8:30am - 8:50am
Update on Celery Meltdown Research
Mary Hausbeck - Michigan State University

8:50am - 9:30am
Gator Tales from the Glades: Race 2 & 4 Fusarium and 
Foliar Disease Management in Florida Celery
Katia Viana Xavier - University of Florida, IFAS

FROM MOU TO MW: BUILDING THE FUTURE OF FARMING 
UNDER THE GRID

Where: Grand Gallery D
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Charles Gould, Michigan State University

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

8:30am - 9:30am
Process Required to Create a Functional Agrivoltaics 
Operation
Ajay Nair - Iowa State University
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GREAT LAKES EXPO EDUCATION PROGRAM
WEDNESDAY EARLY MORNING AND LATE MORNING

MUSHROOMS 1
Where: Grand Gallery Overlook D
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Chris Galbraith, Michigan State University

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

8:30am - 9:00am
Reading the Woods for Target Mushrooms
Aaron Grenchik - Great Lakes Treats
Jill Grenchik - Great Lakes Treats

9:00am - 9:30am
Sustainable Mushroom Cultivation: Shiitake Logs from 
Start to Harvest
Nik Krawczyk - Field & Forest Products

TOMATO, PEPPER, EGGPLANT 1
Where: Grand Gallery EF
MI Recertification Credits: (1) 1B, Priv CORE
OH Recertification Credits: (1) 2B
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Ben Phillips, Michigan State University

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

Sponsored by BASF/Nunhems

8:30am - 9:00am
Tomato Breeding Future Directions
Reza Shekasteband - North Carolina State University

9:00am - 9:30am
High Tech Tomatoes on a Farm Market Budget
Ben Kaeb - Heidi’s Farm Market

Wednesday Late Morning

FARM MARKET
NAVIGATING CHALLENGES WITH CLEAR COMMUNICATION

Where: Ballroom A
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Garrett Ziegler, Michigan State University

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

10:30am - 11:30am
Navigating Challenges with Clear Communication
Sarah Cornelisse - Penn State University

FRUIT
BLUEBERRY 2

Where: Ballroom D
MI Recertification Credits: (1) 1C, Priv CORE
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Carlos Garcia-Salazar, Michigan State University

Sponsored by Atticus, LLC

10:30am - 11:30am
Advances on Irrigation for Blueberry Production
Younsuk Dong - Michigan State University

PEACH/PLUM 2
Where: Grand Gallery Overlook GH
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Emily Lavely, Michigan State University

Sponsored by Valent

10:30am - 11:00am
Peach Variety and Rootstock Updates from the MSU 
Research Program
Emily Lavely - Michigan State University Extension

11:00am - 11:30am
Peach Cost of Production Update
Chris Bardenhagen - Michigan State University Extension

SWEET CHERRY
Where: Grand Gallery Overlook EF
MI Recertification Credits: (1) 1C, Priv CORE
OH Recertification Credits: (1) 2B
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Nikki Rothwell, Michigan State University

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

Sponsored by Valent

10:30am - 11:00am
Learn More About Brown Rot Sensitivity and Coloring Up 
Sweet Cherries Brown Rot Management
George Sundin - Michigan State University
Jozsef Racsko - Valent

W
ednesday  Late  M

orning 
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GREAT LAKES EXPO EDUCATION PROGRAM
WEDNESDAY LATE MORNING

GENERAL
LABOR 2- MICHIGAN LABOR MARKET AND POLICY 
PERSPECTIVES

Where: Grand Gallery AB
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Beth VanDrie, Arlene Resource Management

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

Sponsored by Bayer Crop Science 

10:30am - 11:00am

Michigan Farm Labor Updates
Zach Rutledge - Michigan State University

11:00am - 11:30am
Staying in Compliance with the MI Department of Labor 
and Economic Opportunities
Hugo Pantoja - Michigan Department of Labor and Economic 
Opportunity

NEW PROGRAM FOR BEGINNING FARMERS-A FREE 
CURRICULUM THAT OFFERS HANDS-ON ACTIVITIES, 
DEMONSTRATIONS, AND FARMER TESTED RESOURCES

Where: Grand Gallery C
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Vicki Morrone, Michigan State University

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

Sponsored by H2 Organizer

10:30am - 11:30am
A Beginning Farmer Engaging Curriculum
Vicki Morrone - Michigan State University

FSMA WATER RULE RECORDKEEPING WORKSHOP
Where: Syngenta Crop Protection Trade Show Stage
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Don Stoeckel, Cornell University

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

10:30am - 11:30am
FSMA Water Rule Recordkeeping Workshop
Elizabeth Bihn - Produce Safety Alliance at Cornell University

GREENHOUSE
SUCCESS WITH TISSUE CULTURE PLANTS

Where: River Overlook AB
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Brian Weesies, Mast Young Plants

10:30am - 11:20am
Success With Tissue Culture Plants
Paul Fisher - University of Florida
Isabella Violante - Walters Gardens

THE GOOD, THE BAD, AND THE BUGLY: MANAGING INSECTS 
& MITES IN CUT FLOWERS

Where: River Overlook EF
MI Recertification Credits: (1) 3B, 7E, Priv CORE
OH Recertification Credits: (.5) 6D
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Jeremy Jubenville, Michigan State University

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

10:30am - 11:20am 
The Good, the Bad, and the Bugly: Managing Insects & 
Mites in Cut Flowers
JC Chong - SePRO Corporation

WHAT’S NEW AT MSU? A RESEARCH UPDATE
Where: River Overlook CD
MI Recertification Credits: (1) 3B, 7E, Priv CORE
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Caitlin Splawski, Michigan State University

Sponsored by Nufarm

10:30am - 11:20am
What’s New at MSU? A Research Update
Sushil Grwal - Michigan State University
Sean Tarr - Michigan State University
Erik Runkle - Michigan State University
Henry Gonzalez Hernandez - Michigan State University
Madeline Anthony – Michigan State University
Abby Makowski - Michigan State University

SYNGENTA CROP
PROTECTION STAGE

Where: Syngenta Crop Protection Trade Show Stage

10:30am - 11:30am
FSMA WATER RULE RECORDKEEPING WORKSHOP

Elizabeth Bihn - Produce Safety Alliance at Cornell University 
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GREAT LAKES EXPO EDUCATION PROGRAM
WEDNESDAY LATE MORNING AND AFTERNOON

VEGETABLE
GARLIC

Where: Grand Gallery Overlook C
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Saltanat Mambetova, Michigan State University

10:30am - 11:30am
Garlic Growing Experience in Indiana
Ryan Paarlberg - Dutch Valley Growers

HIGH VOLTAGE HORTICULTURE: WHERE VEGGIES MEET 
VOLTS

Where: Grand Gallery D
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Charles Gould, Michigan State University

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

Sponsored by MAF Industries, Inc.

10:30am - 11:30am
Commercial Vegetable Production in a Solar Project
Ajay Nair - Iowa State University

MUSHROOMS 2
Where: Grand Gallery Overlook D
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Chris Galbraith, Michigan State University

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

10:30am - 11:00am
Indoor Production of Specialty Mushrooms at 
Commercial Scale
Natasha Worden-Bilinski - Gourmet Mushrooms, Inc.

11:00am - 11:30am
Q&A Panel Session with all Presenters
Aaron Grenchik - Great Lakes Treats
Jill Grenchik - Great Lakes Treats
Natasha Worden-Bilinski - Gourmet Mushrooms, Inc.
Nik Krawczyk - Feild & Forest Products

TOMATO, PEPPER, EGGPLANT 2
Where: Grand Gallery EF
MI Recertification Credits: (1) 1B, Priv CORE
OH Recertification Credits: (1) 2B
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Ben Phillips, Michigan State University

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

Sponsored by BASF

10:30am - 11:30am
Integrating your Tomato/Pepper Disease Management 
Programs
Gary Vallad - University of Florida

Wednesday Afternoon

FARM MARKET
MICHIGAN AGRITOURISM ASSOCIATION SESSION

Where: Ballroom A
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Beth Hubbard, Corey Lake Orchards

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

2:00pm - 2:30pm
Michigan Agritourism Update
Robyn Schultz - Michigan Agrtourism
Janice Benson - Michigan Agritourism
Brenda Hubbard - Michigan Agritourism

2:30pm - 3:15pm
Exploring Artificial Intelligence for Farm Marketing and 
Production
Sarah Cornelisse - Penn State University
Kyle Rasch - Third Leaf Farm
Robyn Schultz - Schultz Fruitridge Farm

FRUIT
APPLE 2

Where: Ballroom D
MI Recertification Credits: (1) 1C, Priv CORE
OH Recertification Credits: (1) 2B
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Emily Lavely, Michigan State University

Sponsored by BASF

2:00pm - 2:30pm
Trends and Management Updates on Key Apple Pests
Julianna Wilson - Michigan State University

2:30pm - 3:00pm
Fire Blight and Bitter Rot Updates
George Sundin - Michigan State University

3:00pm – 3:30pm
Lateral Branch Induction Strategies for Apple
Tom Kon - North Carolina State University

3:30pm – 4:00pm
Best Practices and Research Updates for ReTain Use
Poliana Francescatto - Valent Biosciences

W
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GREAT LAKES EXPO EDUCATION PROGRAM
WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON

BLUEBERRY 3
Where: Grand Gallery Overlook GH
MI Recertification Credits: (2) 1C, Priv CORE
OH Recertification Credits: (.5) 2B
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Cheyenne Sloan, Michigan State University

Sponsored by AgroFresh

2:00pm - 2:30pm
Blueberry Insect Outlook for 2026
Rufus Isaacs - Michigan State University

2:30pm - 3:00pm
New Pathogens In Michigan Blueberries
Tim Miles - Michigan State University Extension

3:00pm -3:30pm
Replanting Blueberry Fields: Survey Findings and Other 
Recommendations
Josh Vander Weide - Michigan State University

3:30pm – 4:00pm
Blueberry Breeding Update
Pat Edger - Michigan State University

GENERAL
DEMYSTIFYING SUCCESSION PLANNING

Where: Grand Gallery Overlook AB
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Chris Bardenhagen, Michigan State University

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

Sponsored by Academy Financial Agribusiness Services

2:00pm - 2:25pm
Orientation to Planning
Corey Clark - Michigan State University

2:30pm - 2:55pm
Instruments and Methods Used in Succession Planning
Chris Bardenhagen - Michigan State University

3:00pm – 3:30pm
Agreements and Decisions for Succession Planning
Chris Bardenhagen - Michigan State University

3:30pm – 4:00pm
Question, Answer, & Networking
Corey Clark - Michigan State University
Chris Bardenhagen - Michigan State University

IRRIGATION
Where: Grand Gallery Overlook C
MI Recertification Credits: (1) 1B, 1C, Priv CORE
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Brenden Kelley, Michigan State University

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

2:00pm - 2:25pm
Irrigation Uniformity & Scheduling
Brenden Kelley - Michigan State University
Angie Gradiz - Michigan State University

2:25pm - 2:55pm
Geophysical Mapping of Soil and Water Resources in 
Farmlands
Younsuk Dong - Michigan State University
Estee Swartz - Michigan State University
Greg Rouland - Michigan State University

2:55pm – 3:25pm
Chemigation and Backflow Prevention
Lyndon Kelley - Michigan State University

3:35pm – 4:00pm
Sourcing Groundwater for Irrigation
Todd Feenstra - Tritium Inc.

LABOR 3- MAKING IT WORK FOR THE FARM
Where: Grand Gallery AB
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Florencia Colella, Michigan State University

Sponsored by MACMA/GLALS

2:00pm - 2:30pm
Updates from the US Department of Labor
Brad Lapchak - Department of Labor

2:30pm - 4:00pm
On-farm Audit Panel
Brad Lapchak - US Department of Labor
Kimberly Clarke - Varnum LLP
Liz Kupeus - Varnum LLP
Beth VanDrie - Arlene Resource Management
Katie Vargas - Joe Rasch Orchards
Sarah Black - Michigan Farm Bureau

REGENERATIVE FARMING COMPLIANCE: WHAT YOU NEED 
TO KNOW

Where: Grand Gallery Overlook EF (Note: Upstairs Room)
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Kyle Rasch, Third Leaf Farm

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

2:00pm - 3:00pm
Regenerative Farming Compliance: What You Need to Know
Morgan Anderson - Ottawa Conservation District
Carrie Fitzpatrick - Wilbur-Ellis
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GREAT LAKES EXPO EDUCATION PROGRAM
WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON

MEET THE BUYERS
Where: Food Truck Court

4:00pm – 5:30pm
Meet the Buyers
Meet the Buyers Returns for 2025 Connecting with new buyers 
and markets for fruit and vegetable growers is made easier 
through the Meet the Buyers reception at the Great Lakes 
Expo. Food and drinks available.

GREENHOUSE
BEYOND THE SPRAY: ETHEPHON DRENCHES AS A NEW 
OPTION FOR MANAGING GROWTH IN ANNUALS AND 
PERENNIALS

Where: River Overlook CD
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Tonya Powell, Kalamazoo Specialty Plants

Sponsored by Fine Americas

1:30pm - 2:20pm
Beyond the Spray: Ethephon Drenches as a New Option 
for Managing Growth in Annuals and Perennials
Garrett Owen - Ohio State University

STOCK PLANT MANAGEMENT
Where: River Overlook AB
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Brian Weesies, Mast Young Plants

Sponsored by Michigan Greenhouse Growers Council

1:30pm - 2:20pm
Stock Plant Management
Jim Faust - Clemson University

HEALTHY SOILS, HAPPIER FLOWERS: MAKING SENSE OF 
SOIL AND NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT

Where: River Overlook EF
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Jeremy Jubenville, Michigan State University

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

2:00pm - 3:00pm
Healthy Soils, Happier Flowers: Making Sense of Soil and 
Nutrient Management
Zachary Hayden - Michigan State University

TRAIN YOUR STAFF HOW TO WATER
Where: River Overlook CD
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Tonya Powell, Kalamazoo Specialty Plants

2:40pm - 3:30pm
Train Your Staff How to Water
Paul Fisher - University of Florida
Nelda Hernandez - University of Florida

STAND-OUT CULTIVARS FROM THE 2025 MICHIGAN 
GARDEN PLANT TOUR

Where: River Overlook AB
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Heidi Lindberg, Michigan State University

2:40pm - 4:00pm
Stand-out Cultivars from the 2025 Michigan Garden 
Plant Tour
Andrew Jager - Walters Gardens
Brian Weesies - Mast Young Plants
Kathy Hull – DGI Propagators
Kristi Challender – Raker-Roberta’s Young Plants
Emily Wildt – Raker-Roberta’s Young Plants
Courtney Buckley – Four Star Greenhouse
Abby Makowski – Michigan State University

ALL THE HATS, ALL THE TIME: A REALITY CHECK ON FARM 
BUSINESS ROLES

Where: River Overlook EF
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Jeremy Jubenville, Michigan State University

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

Sponsored by InFlora Cut Flowers at Express Seed Company

3:00pm – 4:00pm
All the Hats, All the Time: A Reality Check on Farm 
Business Roles
Lori Hernandez - Three Acre Farm

SYNGENTA CROP 
PROTECTION STAGE

FIELDWATCH REGISTRIES – YOUR ONLY DEFENSE AGAINST 
OFF-TARGET SPRAY DRIFT!

Where: Syngenta Crop Protection Trade Show Stage

12:00pm -1:00pm
FieldWatch Registries – Your ONLY Defense Against Off-
Target Spray Drift!
Curt Hadley – FieldWatch 
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MORGAN COMPOSTING -  TOOLS TO MANAGE SOIL HEALTH
Where: Syngenta Crop Protection Trade Show Stage

1:00pm - 2:00pm
Morgan Composting -  Tools to Manage Soil Health
Theo Medendorp - Morgan Composting

HOW TO CREATE POSITIVE CASH FLOW
Where: Syngenta Crop Protection Trade Show Stage

4:00pm - 5:00pm
How to Create Positive Cash Flow
Steve Kluemper - AgriStrategies LLC

VEGETABLE
ONION

Where: Grand Gallery D
MI Recertification Credits: (2) 1B, Priv CORE
OH Recertification Credits: (2) 2B
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Ben Werling, Michigan State University Extension

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

Sponsored by Enza Zaden

2:00pm - 2:30pm
Stemphylium Update
Mary Hausbeck - Michigan State University

2:30pm - 2:50pm
Onion Herbicide Update
Jordan Hoekstra - Vriesland Growers Cooperative, Inc.
Dan Brainard - Michigan State University

2:50pm – 3:25pm
Weeds in Muck Onion Rotations: Biology and Mechanical 
Control
Dan Brainard - Michigan State University

3:25pm – 4:00pm
Experience with Smart Sprayers and Laser Weeders in 
Wisconsin Onions
Jed Colquhoun - University of Wisconsin

POTATO
Where: Grand Gallery Overlook D
MI Recertification Credits: (1) 1B, Priv CORE
OH Recertification Credits: (.5) 2B
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Steve Whittington, Michigan State University

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

Sponsored by VM Agritech

2:00pm - 2:30pm
Weed Management in Potato Systems
Erin Burns - Michigan State University

2:30pm - 3:00pm
Potato Seed Spacing and Depth - Agronomic and 
Economic Analysis
Steve Whittington - Michigan State University Extension

3:00pm – 3:30pm
Potato Variety Talk
Chris Long - Michigan State University

3:30pm – 4:00pm
An On-Farm Soil Health Assessment: Exploring Soil 
Health in Michigan Potato Systems
Katie Gattoni - Michigan State University

Thursday Morning

FARM MARKET
ENHANCING COMMUNICATIONS WITH OTHERS

Where: Grand Gallery C
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Ben Phillips, Michigan State University

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

Sponsored by Shawnee Canning Company

9:00am - 11:00am
Enhancing Communications with Others
Deb Barrett - Michigan State University Extension

HOSTING CUT FLOWER WORKSHOPS ON THE FARM
Where: Grand Gallery D
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Mariel Borgman, Michigan State University

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

9:00am - 11:00am
Hosting Cut Flower Workshops on the Farm
Lori Hernandez - Three Acre Farm

PLAYGROUNDS
Where: Grand Gallery Overlook AB
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Derek Plotkowski, Michigan State University

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

9:00am - 9:30am
Playground Safety, Compliance, and Inspections
Nate Bosch - Outdoor Discovery

9:30am - 11:00am
Workshop: Creating Unique Outdoor Spaces
Nate Bosch - Outdoor Discovery

GREAT LAKES EXPO EDUCATION PROGRAM
WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON AND THURSDAY MORNING
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GREAT LAKES EXPO EDUCATION PROGRAM
THURSDAY MORNING

FRUIT
FROM BLOSSOM TO BIN: USING PGRS AND CHEMICAL 
THINNERS TO OPTIMIZE FRUIT QUALITY

Where: Ballroom A
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Emily Lavely, Michigan State University

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

Sponsored by Valent

9:00am - 12:00pm
From Blossom to Bin: Using PGRs and Chemical Thinners 
to Optimize Fruit Quality
Todd Einhorn - Michigan State University
Tom Kon - North Carolina State University
John Cline - University of Guelph
Poliana Francescatto - Valent Biosciences
Randy Beaudry - Michigan State University

GENERAL
MANAGING PESTS, DISEASES AND SOIL HEALTH USING 
ORGANIC PRACTICES

Where: Grand Gallery Overlook D
MI Recertification Credits: (1) 1A, 1B, 3B, Priv CORE
OH Recertification Credits: (.5) 2B
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Vicki Morrone, Michigan State University

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

9:00am - 10:00am
Pest and Disease Management in Organic Vegetable 
Hoophouses
Dan Fillius - Iowa State University

10:00am - 11:00am
From Field to High Tunnel: Finding the Sweet Spot with 
Compost and Cover Crops in Sweet Pepper Production
Petrus Langenhoven - Purdue University
Nathan Shoaf - Purdue University

RESTRICTED USE PESTICIDE REVIEW ENGLISH
Where: Grand Gallery Overlook EF
MI Recertification Credits: (4) Comm CORE, Priv CORE
OH Recertification Credits: (1) CORE
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Christina Curell, Michigan State University

8:00am - 12:30pm
Pesticide Review
Christina Curell - Michigan State University Extension
Teresa Crook - Michigan State University Extension
Safa Alzohairy - Michigan State University

RESTRICTED USE PESTICIDE REVIEW SPANISH
Where: Grand Gallery Overlook GH
MI Recertification Credits: (4) Comm CORE, Priv CORE
OH Recertification Credits: (1) CORE
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Nicolle Ritchie, Michigan State University

8:00am - 12:30pm
Pesticide Review
Nicolle Ritchie - Michigan State University Extension
Carlos Garcia-Salazaar - Michigan State University Extension
Angie Gradiz - Michigan State University Extension
Anamaria Gomez-Rodas - Michigan State University 
Extension

SOCIAL MEDIA TRAINING: YOU’VE BEEN INSPIRED TO 
SHARE YOUR STORY - NOW WHAT?

Where: Grand Gallery EF
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Diane Smith, Michigan Apple Committee

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

NOTE: 25 attendee limit – first come first seated. Attendees will 
be turned away once session maximum is reached.

9:00am - 9:35am
Mastering the Art of Social Media
Sharon Ponti – FoodMix

9:35am - 10:10am
Content Creation How-To
Jenny Berggren - Wondergold Pictures

10:10am – 10:50am
Practical Social Media Activity
Sharon Ponti - FoodMix
Jenny Berggren - Wondergold Pictures

10:50am – 11:00am
Recap and Questions
Diane Smith - Michigan Apple Committee

DRONES IN SPECIALTY CROPS SYMPOSIUM
Where: Ballroom D
MI Recertification Credits: (6) 1A, 1B, AE, Priv CORE
OH Recertification Credits: (6) 1
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Mark Ledebuhr, Application Insight LLC

9:00am - 9:50am
It’s About the Air: Fundamentals of Drones as Air-
Assisted Sprayers in Fruit and Vegetable Canopies
Mark Ledebuhr - Application Insight, LLC

10:00am - 10:50am
2 Years of Full-Season Drone Spraying in Great Lakes 
Vineyards. What We’ve Learned
Mike Reinke - Michigan State University

Thursday M
orning
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GREAT LAKES EXPO EDUCATION PROGRAM
THURSDAY MORNING AND THURSDAY AFTERNOON

10:55am - 11:35am
Adjuvants, Specialty Crops, and Drones: Best Practices, 
What we Know, and What we Don’t Know
Todd Cardwell – Winfield LLC

11:40am - 12:10pm
UADD Spot Spray as a New Strategy to Control Popillia 
Japonica in Vineyard
Marco Grella – Unito

1:10pm - 1:40pm
Canopy-Targeted Spray Application to Improve UASS 
Efficiency
Eric Mozzanini – Unito

1:50pm - 2:30pm
Advances and Experiences in Vegetable, Vineyard and 
Orchard Sprays in California
Briana Layfield – AgBee

2:40pm - 3:00pm
Greenhouses, Research Plots, and Other Interesting 
Applications You Might Not Have Thought About
Adrian Brevard - Drone Spray

3:00pm - 3:35pm 
The 2026 Hardware Outlook: What Worked Best and 
Worst of 2025, What is Coming Down the Pike for 2026
Speaker TBD

3:25pm - 4:00pm
Speaker Panel Discussion: An Open Discussion on What 
Has Worked, What Hasn’t Worked and What Do We Need 
to Do
All Speakers

Thursday Afternoon

GENERAL
MAINTAINING MARKET ACCESS TODAY, TOMORROW AND 
BEYOND

Where: Grand Gallery EF
MI Recertification Credits: None
OH Recertification Credits: None
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Jennifer Pulcipher, North Bay Produce

Complete description available on glexpo.com and mobile app

12:00pm - 12:30pm
*Welcome and Who is the North Central Regional FSMA 
Center?
Phil Tocco - Michigan State University
Jennifer Pulipher - North Bay Produce

12:30pm - 1:00pm
*Navigating Sustainability: what Today’s Buyers Expect 
and How to Prepare
Kieran Ficken McNeice - Measure to Improve

1:00pm - 2:00pm
*FSMA 204: Traceability Requirements Increasingly 
Required for all Produce
Kristin Esch - Food and Drug Administration

2:00pm - 2:30pm
*Models in Practice: ECIP and Potato Sustainability 
Alliance
Steph Teclaw - RPE LLC

2:30pm - 3:00pm
*Fitting Other Market Access Requirements into Food 
Safety Responsibilities
Phil Tocco - Michigan State University

3:00pm – 4:00pm
*Marketer Panel: Lessons Learned from Audits
Jamie Kober - Riveridge
Jennifer Pulcipher - North Bay Produce

RESTRICTED USE PESTICIDE TEST IN SPANISH AND ENGLISH
Where: Grand Gallery Overlook GH
MI Recertification Credits: Comm CORE, Priv CORE
OH Recertification Credits: C-CORE
CCA Credits: TBD at printing; check app/website for updates
Moderator: Christina Curell, Michigan State University

1:00pm - 4:00pm
Restricted Use Pesticide Test in Spanish and English
MDARD Michigan Department of Agriculture Staff - MDARD
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MARIEL BORGMAN
Michigan State University

HEIDI LINDBERG
Extension Educator
Michigan State University Extension

BEN PHILLIPS
Michigan State University Extension

DEREK PLOTKOWSKI 
Michigan State University Extension

JOSH VANDER WEIDE
Michigan State University

BEN WERLING
Michigan State University Extension

GARRETT ZEIGLER
Michigan State University

EDUCATION PROGRAM COORDINATORS

JOE AFFHOLTER
Michigan State University

•	Emerging Technology 1: Envisioning the Tools, Technologies 
and Capabilities of the Successful Great Lakes Specialty Crop 
Farm or Factory of 2035

•	Emerging Technology 2
•	Envisioning the Product Differentiation Options, Financial and 

Informational Tools of the Successful Great Lakes Specialty 
Crop Farm or Factory of 2035

CHRIS BARDENHAGEN
Michigan State University

•	Demystifying Succession Planning
TRACEY BARNES
MDARD

•	USDA/MDARD Programs
JANICE BENSON
Michigan Agritourism

•	Michigan Agritourism Association Session

BEVERLY BERENS
Michigan AgrAbility

•	Exo-Skeletons: From Science Fiction Film to Real World Farm 
Tool

MARIEL BORGMAN
Michigan State University

•	Hosting Cut Flower Workshops on the Farm
KATIE BRANDT
Michigan State University

•	Farmer Stories: How I Started my Farm!
•	Organic Transitions

FLORENCIA COLELLA
Michigan State University

•	Labor 1
•	US Labor Market and Policy Perspectives
•	Labor 2- Michigan Labor Market and Policy Perspectives
•	Labor 3- Making it Work for the Farm

CHRISTINA CURELL
Michigan State University

•	Farm & Orchard Wildlife Solutions: Practical Strategies for 
Wildlife Control

•	Restricted Use Pesticide Review English
•	Restricted Use Pesticide Review Spanish
•	Restricted Use Pesticide Test in Spanish and English

CHRIS GALBRAITH
Michigan State University 

•	Brassicas 1
•	Brassicas 2
•	Sweet Corn

CARLOS GARCIA-SALAZAR
Michigan State University

•	Blueberry 1
•	Blueberry 2

CHARLES GOULD
Michigan State University

•	From MoU to MW: Building the Future of Farming Under the Grid
•	High Voltage Horticulture: Where Veggies Meet Volts

ZACK HAYDEN
Michigan State University

•	Soil Health & Cover Cropping
JEREMY JUBENVILLE
Michigan State University

•	All the Hats, All the Time: A Reality Check on Farm Business 
Roles

•	Cut Flowers: Maintaining Quality from Harvest to Market
•	Healthy Soils, Happier Flowers: Making Sense of Soil and 

Nutrient Management
•	The Good, the Bad, and the Bugly: Managing Insects & Mites in 

Cut Flowers
BRENDEN KELLEY
Michigan State University

•	Irrigation
JONATHAN LAPORTE
Michigan State University 

•	Beginning Farmer Resource & Decision Making Guide
EMILY LAVELY
Michigan State University

•	Apple 1
•	Apple 2
•	From Blossom to Bin: Using PGRs and Chemical Thinners to 

Optimize Fruit Quality
•	Peach/Plum 1
•	Peach/Plum 2

MARK LEDEBUHR
Application Insight, LLC

•	Drones in Specialty Crops Symposium

EDUCATION SESSION COORDINATORS
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EDUCATION SESSION COORDINATORS

HEIDI LINDBERG
Michigan State University

•	Advancing Woody Ornamental Propagation With 
Environmental and Cultural Strategies

•	Beyond the Spray: Ethephon Drenches as a New Option for 
Managing Growth in Annuals and Perennials

•	Boosting Perennial Profits With Long-Day Lighting
•	Getting Floriculture Crops Back on Track
•	Lavender 1
•	Lavender 2
•	Lavender 3
•	Pesticide Rotation Is as Simple as 1, 2, 3
•	Practical Solutions for Greenhouse Disease Challenges
•	Profit, CapEx, and Debt, Oh My! Looking at CEA Profitability 

Through an Economic Lens
•	Solving Plant Puzzles: Viruses, Microscopic Pests, and the 

Unknown
•	Stand-out Cultivars from the 2025 Michigan Garden Plant Tour
•	Stock Plant Management
•	Success With Tissue Culture Plants
•	Tips for Producing Tropical Flowering Plants and Avoiding 

Caladium Conundrums
•	Train Your Staff How to Water
•	Warm Glow of Sustainability: How Much Is Social Pressure in 

Sustainable Consumer Behavior?
•	What ‘Local’ Really Means: Marketing Strategies for Connecting 

Consumers to Locally Grown Plants 
•	What’s New at MSU? A Research Update

ERIN LIZOTTE
•	Michigan State University
•	IPM 1
•	IPM 2

SALTANAT MAMBETOVA
•	Michigan State University
•	Garlic
•	Pickles/Vine crops (pumpkins, etc) 1
•	Pickles/Vine crops (pumpkins, etc) 2

VICKI MORRONE
•	Michigan State University
•	Managing Pests, Diseases and Soil Health Using Organic 

Practices
•	New Program for Beginning Farmers-A Free Curriculum that 

Offers Hands-on Activities, Demonstrations, and Farmer Tested 
Resources

ESMAEIL NASROLLAHIAZAR
Michigan State University

•	Grape
BEN PHILLIPS
Michigan State University

•	Enhancing Communications with Others
•	Mushrooms 1
•	Mushrooms 2
•	Telling Your Farm Story Through Food with the Blueberry Chicks
•	Tomato, Pepper, Eggplant 1
•	Tomato, Pepper, Eggplant 2

DEREK PLOTKOWSKI
Michigan State University

•	Playgrounds
•	Sweet Cider

KYLE RASCH
Third Leaf Farm

•	Keynote: State of the Farm: The Future of Michigan Agriculture
•	Michigan Agriculture: Resilient and Regenerative
•	New Market Opportunities for Regenerative Farms
•	Regenerative Farming Compliance: What You Need to Know

NIKKI ROTHWELL
Michigan State University

•	Hard Cider
•	Sweet Cherry
•	Tart Cherry

CHEYENNE SLOAN
Michigan State University

•	Annualized Strawberry 1
•	Annualized Strawberry 2
•	Blueberry 3

BEN SMITH
 Michigan State Horticulture Society

•	Social Media Training: You’ve Been Inspired to Share your Story
•	Now What?

DON STOECKEL
Cornell University

•	FSMA Water Rule Recordkeeping Workshop
•	Produce Safety Rule (PSR) Pre-harvest Agricultural Water: 

Understanding and Implementing Revised Requirements
MIKE TAYLOR
Michigan State University

•	Emerging Technology Luncheon
PHIL TOCCO
Michigan State University

•	Maintaining Market Access Today, Tomorrow and Beyond
BEN WERLING
Michigan State University Extension

•	Asparagus 1
•	Asparagus 2
•	Celery
•	Onion
•	Root Crops

STEVE WHITTINGTON
Michigan State University

•	Potato
GARRETT ZIEGLER
Michigan State University

•	Farm Market Round Table
•	Five Mistakes Farmers Make that Keep Them Broke—And How 

to Fix Them
•	Navigating Challenges with Clear Communication
•	Three Steps to Your Profitable Farm
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BOARDS/STAFF/ADVISORS

GREAT LAKES FRUIT, VEGETABLE 
AND FARM  
MARKET EXPO
President
Aaron Molter, Benton Harbor

President Elect
Hailee Leitz, Sodus

Treasurer
Hailee Leitz, Sodus

Secretary
Beth Hubbard, Three Rivers

Directors
Doug Horkey, Dundee
Kristen Oomen-Sekenske, Hart
Kyle Rasch, Greenville

MSHS Executive Director
Ben Smith, Benton Harbor

MVC Executive Director
Greg Bird, St. Johns

Trade Show Manager
Judy Snyder, Greenville

Conference Managers
Jennifer Dickie, Livonia/Okemos

Liv Crum, Livonia/Okemos

Education Program Coordinator
Jennifer Dickie, Livonia/Okemos

MICHIGAN STATE HORTICULTURAL 
SOCIETY BOARD
President
Mark Evans

President - Elect
Kyle Weber

Vice President
Kyle Rasch

Directors
Chris Alpers
Will Cartwright
Dan Dietrich
Creela Hamlin
Aaron Molter
Andy Riley
Bill Schultz Jr
Adam Shinske
Nate Stafford

Past President
Beth Hubbard

Ex-Officio
Vance Baird

Treasurer
Kate Link

Executive Director
Ben Smith

MICHIGAN VEGETABLE COUNCIL 
BOARD
President 
Chris Falak, Spring Lake

Vice President 
Mike Kenny, Merrill

Secretary-Treasurer 
Mike Kenny, Merrill

Assistant Secretary-Treasurer 
Kristin Oomen-Sekenske, Scottville

Directors 
Greg Bird, St Johns
​Ryan Bounds, St Johns
Keith Bouwkamp, Grant
Jamie Clover-Adams, DeWit
Jennifer Costanza, Sodus
Matt DeBlouw, Capac
​Doug Horkey, Dundee
Mike Iott, Petersburg
Trent Karnemaat, Fremont
Hailee Leitz, Sodus
Matt McCallum, Sparta
​Derek Oomen, Pentwater
Erik Thies, Dowagiac
Janelle Totzke, Stevensville
Roger Victory, Hudsonville

Executive Director 
Greg Bird, St. Johns

METRO DETROIT FLOWER 
GROWERS
President 
Jerry Tuinier 

Vice-President 
Tammy Diedirch 

Treasurer 
Walt Rochowiak 

Secretary
Tammy Carlson 

Directors
Jim Ackron
Joe Barson
Jerry Mijal
Jason Pinter
Tony Raney
Bill Ruhlig 
Chris Schwartz
Bill Stahl
Mark Watkins
Don Zywickii

WESTERN MICHIGAN GREENHOUSE 
ASSOCIATION
President
Tonya Powell

Vice President 
Drew Koschmann

Treasurer
Joe Braspenninx

Secretary
Jeremy Jubenville

Director
David Schapp

Trade Industry
Jim Brouwer - BFG Supply
Kevin Cook - Ball

Educators 
Dr. Roberto Lopez
Heidi Lindberg

MICHIGAN GREENHOUSE 
GROWERS COUNCIL BOARD
President
Kevin Sportel

Vice President
Paul Schaap

Treasurer
David Mast

Secretary
Cindy Ray

Executive Director
Jared Rodriguez

Board Members
Mike Koetsier
Jason Pinter
Susie Raker-Zimmerman
Chris Schwartz

Allied Trade Members
Joel Hoving
Chad Vanden Huevel

Education Committee
Caitlin Splawski

WMGA Board Member
Tonya Powell
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SUPPORTING FRUIT AND VEGETABLE RESEARCH  
AND EXTENSION
The Michigan State Horticultural Society and the Michigan 
Vegetable Council have committed substantial funding over 
the years to support research and Extension beneficial to fruit 
and vegetable growers. This support has become increasingly 
important as state and federal budgets for agricultural research 
and Extension have tightened. To help meet the needs for funding, 
both organizations have established funds to generate income to 
support fruit and vegetable research and Extension in the years 
ahead. 

MICHIGAN STATE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY  
TRUST FUND
The Michigan State Horticultural Society (MSHS) Trust Fund was 
established in 1983. It is a perpetual trust fund. The fund’s purpose 
is to support horticultural research, extension and educational 
projects. The fund has been well supported since its inception by 
gifts from growers and others involved in Michigan’s fruit industry. 
The income generated by the fund has significantly contributed 
to research and Extension work beneficial to fruit growers in 
Michigan. Gifts to the fund are tax deductible on federal income 
tax returns. For more information on the fund, you can visit the 
Michigan State Horticultural Society’s booth in the trade show. 	  
Trade Show Booth in Grand Gallery

MSHS TRUST FUND COMMITTEE
Chairman
Brett Anderson

Trustee
Will Bristol

Trustee
Mark Miezio 

MSHS Liason

Mark Evans 

Treasurer
Kate Link

Director
Ben Smith 

MICHIGAN VEGETABLE COUNCIL FUND
The Michigan Vegetable Council (MVC) Fund was established in 
2003 to support research and education programs that benefit 
Michigan vegetable growers. It is an endowed fund and is part of 
the endowed funds managed by the Fremont Area Community 
Foundation, which is one of the largest community foundations 
in the country. Gifts given directly to the Fremont Foundation are 
tax deductible on federal income tax returns. The first grants were 
made from the MVC Fund in 2008. In addition, the Fremont Area 
Community Foundation matches memorial gifts up to $500 per 
donor per year. For more information on the fund, you can visit the 
Michigan Vegetable Council’s booth in the trade show.	  
Trade Show Booth in Grand Gallery

MSHS TRUST FUND/MVC FUND

The West’s Specialty Crop Resource

®

Your resource for what matters 
most to growers of tree fruits, 
nuts, grapes, berries and citrus 
with Western Fruit Grower.

Let’s grow the West together.

Real production insight. Big market impact. 
Brands built for both sides of the 

specialty crop economy.

GrowingProduce.com

The information growers 
need. The influence 

brands want.

All donations $100 or more to the MSHS Trust will 
be entered in a drawing to win a 2 night stay at the 
Amway in 2026!”
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A1 Mist Sprayers.........................................................................................344..........E
A&B Packing Equipment........................943-947(odds), 1042-1046 (evens)
Academy Financial, Inc. - Agribusiness Services Team.........................519..... W,Z
Acadian Plant Health.................................................................................715...... D,P
Accredo Packaging....................................................................................307......... H
Actus Supply...............................................................................................709... F,H,Z
Acuspray.........................................................................................1036, 1038...... C,E
Adams County Nursery Inc............................................................. 927, 1026......... N
AdeptAg..............................................................................................832, 834............
Advancing Alternatives...........................................................................1321........... I
Advancing Eco Agriculture........................................................................729... D,P,Z
AEF Global Biopesticides..........................................................................518..........C
Agathon Solar.............................................................................................944..... W,Z
AgraSpray.................................................................................................1056...C,E,Z
Agricultural Land Preservation Programs................................................70.. W,X,Z
AgriPhage by Omnilytics.........................................................................1229... C,P,S
AgroFresh Solutions Inc............................................................................301.. C,G,O
Alamo Valley Solar.....................................................................................839...E,Q,Z
All Weather Seal of West Michigan...........................................................904..........Z
Al-Par Peat Co.................................................................................1104, 1106.... D,I,J
American Takii, Inc............................................................................. 515, 517..........T
Amish Country Dairy....................................................................................14...... A,Z
Apple Farm Service, Inc.................................................................... 444, 446............
Aranet..........................................................................................................903..........Z
Argent Tape & Label...................................................................................511....U,Y,X
Arlene Resource Management.........................................................801, 900...... K,Z
AROO Company LLC...................................................................................829.... F,H,I
ASA-Lift & Spudnik Equipment...............................................................1246....E,F,K
Atlas Greenhouse.....................................................................................1303........... I
Atticus, LLC................................................................................................. 817..........C
Attune Agriculture....................................................................................1241....F,J,P
Avian Enterprises, LLC.............................................................................1210.. C,Q,R

Barkow Law company, PLLC...................................................................1015..O,W,Z
Barrett Donut Mixes................................................................................. 9, 10.......A,F
Bartlett Instrument Company................................................................1301... I,M,Z
BASCO.........................................................................................................936............
BASF......................................................................................1217, 1219, 1221..........C
Bayer Crop Science............................................................................816, 818..........C
Bay Shore Sales..................................................................................853, 952...C,D,E
BDi Machinery Sales Inc................................................951, 953, 1050, 1052... E,R,V
Bejo Seeds, Inc.........................................................................................1114....... P,T
Benton Harbor Fruit Market....................................................................1440.......A,F
Berkel Midwest............................................................................... 1014, 1016...... H,F
BFG Supply......................................................................................1227, 1326.... I,J,Z
BH Frontier Solutions, Inc............................................................ 1153, 1252... E,P,Q
BioBee USA...............................................................................................1316..... I,P,Y
Bioline Agrosciences................................................................................1009............
Biomicrobes, LLC.....................................................................................1212.....I,P,Z
BioSafe Systems.........................................................................................503...C,D,P
Blacksmith Bioscience LLC.....................................................................1108...C,D,P
Bowsmith, Inc.............................................................................................202.........M
Brookdale Farm Supplies..........................................................................933...E,L,M
Burnips Equipment..................................... 551-559(odds), 650-658(evens)......G,Q
Burpee.........................................................................................................610..........T
Cant Knot Pallet Inc.....................................................................................34............
Carbon Nuture..........................................................................................1152.....E,I,J
Carbon Robotics........................................................................................347...... E,P
Center for Sustainable Plant Innovation and Resilience Through International 
Teamwork (C-SPIRIT).............................................................................. 1340..........Z
Certis Biologicals...........................................................................1203, 1205...P,Q,R
ChoiceOne Bank.........................................................................................731.........W
Clifton Seed Company.......................................................................604, 606..........T
Consumers Energy...................................................................................1317... B,I,M
Country Folks Grower..............................................................................1432..........Z

A	=	C.A. &  Refrigeration Equipment 
B	=	Crop Protection & Post Harvest
C	=	Fertilizers & Plant Foods
D	=  Farm Equipment & Crop Protection Equipment
E	 =	�Farm Market Products & Equipment,  

Entertainment Farming
F	 =	Packing House Equipment
G	=	Packaging
H	=	Greenhouse & Supplies
I	 =	Growing Mediums
J	 =	Harvesting/Picking
K	=	Irrigation

L	 =	Nursery Stock & Rootstocks
M	=	Orchard Management, Supplies & Software
N	=	Organic Related
O	=	Blueberry Related
P	 =	Plants 
Q	=	Seeds
R	=	Pollination
S	 =	Pruning & Vineyard Equipment
T	 =	Financial Services and Insurances
U	=	Government, College Depts. & Non-Profits
V	=	Others

Farm Market and More Exhibit Hall: Booth numbers 1-97
Main Exhibit Hall: Booth numbers 98-1874

Scan this code to go to the Exhibitor Map:

glexpo2025.expofp.com

TRADE SHOW PRODUCT CATEGORIES

TRADE SHOW BOOTH LOCATIONS

TRADE SHOW BOOTH LOCATIONS    as of November 12
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TRADE SHOW BOOTH LOCATIONS    as of November 12

Country Harbor Agency..................................................................... 915, 917.........W
Country Home Creations............................................................................92... A,F,Z
Critter Barn.......................................................................................21, 22, 23...A,X,Z
Crookham Company..........................................................................905, 907..........T
Crop Defenders Ltd..................................................................................1426...D,U,Z
Crystal Flash...............................................................................................935...E,K,Z
CT Greenhouse.........................................................................................1319........... I
Cushman Creek Supply.......................1101-1105(odds), 1200-1204(evens)......... D
Custom Bounce Pads...................................................................................19.......A,F
Custom Conveyor Concepts.............................................................810, 812..G,H,Q
DeGrandchamp  Farm...............................................................................520......... N
Dillman Farm, Inc...................................................................................96, 97..........A
Discount Bakery Equipment.......................................................................87... A,F,Z
Dolav USA............................................................................................737, 739......... H
Doodle’s Sugarbush, LLC.............................................................................48... A,F,Z
Double A Vineyards....................................................................................908............
Drape Net North America LLC.................................................................1430... E,P,Q
Dubois Agrinovation..................................................................................612......E,M
Dunkley International Inc.........................................................................407...... G,Z
Durand-Wayland, Inc................................. 541-547 (odds), 640-646(evens)...... G,Z
E&A MFG LLC...................................................................................1032, 1034........... I
Ecorobotix INC............................................................................................241..........E
Elsoms Seeds............................................................................................1116..........T
Envu Ornamentals................................................................................... 1416....... C,I
Enza Zaden.................................................................................................418..........T
Erie Home...................................................................................................309............
ESS Universal - Heavy Duty Bunk Beds...................................................605..........F
ET Grow Inc.....................................................................................1128, 1130......O,Z
Eurofins.........................................................................................................93...W,X,Y
Farm Bureau Insurance.............................................................................221...W,X,Y
Farmco Distributing, Inc............................................................ 245, 247, 346............
Farm Depot.................................................. 639-647(odds), 738-746(evens)..........E
Farmer’s Choice Foods................................................................................ 91..........F
Farm Services inc...............................................................................618, 620.........M
FieldWatch, Inc.........................................................................................1900... U,X,Y
Filler Specialties.................................................................................806, 808.......F,H
Finite Robotics.............................................................................. 1251, 1350...E,K,O
Fish Head Farms.......................................................................................1030......... D
Fit to Farm...................................................................1335, 1337, 1434, 1436....E,F,K
Flying Acres Ag, LLC........................................................................... 912, 914....E,F,Z
FMC An Agricultural Sciences Company......................................1002, 1004.. C,O,Q
Food Bank Council of Michigan..................................................................68..........X
Frosty Products/ElectroFreeze................................................................ 7, 8.......F,Z
Garford/Zurn USA..............................................................................428, 430...... E,P
Garza Labor..............................................................................................1112...... K,Z
Georgia-Pacific Corrugated...................................................................... 743......... H
Gilbert Sales & Service............................................................................1053... E,F,O
Gillison’s Variety Fabrication, Inc.............. 427-447(odds), 526-546(evens)... E,K,V
Gintec Shade Technologies.......................................................................815....E,I,M
Glacier Valley Ent.......................................................................................705......... H
Gowan Seed Company..................................................................... 404, 406..........T
Gowan USA.................................................................................................521..........C
Grain Elevator Repair Products................................................................830...... E,Z
GR Central Iron & Steel..............................................................................516.....E,F,I
Great American Media Services........................................................831, 833..........Z
Great Lakes Ag Irrigation...........................................................................411.........M
Great Lakes Ag Labor Services.................................................................219......K,O
Great Lakes IPM........................................................................................1412...P,Q,R
Green Field Farms....................................................................................1300...... D,P
Greenleaf Technologies.....................................................................841, 843.. E,M,Z
GreenMark Equipment............................... 351-359(odds), 450-458(evens)....E,F,K
GreenStar Cooperative..........................................................................15, 16.......F,H
GreenStone Farm Credit Services................................................1018, 1020.........W
Gripple, Inc................................................................................................. 916..... F,I,V
Growers Mineral, Corp...............................................................................506......... D
H2 Organizer.............................................................................................1144......K,O
H2O Technologies....................................................................................1005..E,M,O
Harris Seeds..............................................................................................1228.... I,O,T

Hartmann’s Plant Company.....................................................................409.. Q,N,S
Harvest Solar...................................................................................... 714, 716....E,F,Z
Head Honchos, LLC....................................................................................807..........Z
Hectre Group Limited..............................................................................1137...E,G,O
Hello Nature................................................................................................735......... D
Herbruck’s Poultry Ranch.........................................................................614......... D
HM Clause........................................................................................... 512, 514..........T
HOBO Data Loggers.................................................................................1312....E,I,O
Holland Litho Printing Service.................................................................615......H,Z
Holland Transplanter Co........................................... 1245, 1247, 1344,1346..........E
Hull Lift Truck......................................................................251, 253, 350, 352......... G
Huron Fruit Systems........................................................................959, 1058..........K
Hybrid Seed Company.............................................................................1874..........T
Industrial Brush Corp................................................................................331...... E,G
Inteplast Group Corp......................................................................... 937, 939......... H
InterCrate, Inc...........................................................................................1147..........K
International Paper....................................................................... 1017, 1019......... H
IPL Macro Plastics..............................................................................303, 305... F,G,K
IR-4 North Central Region.............................................................................4..........X
Irritec USA........................................................................................... 319, 317.........M
Jiangsu Lanjiang Intelligent Technology Corp. LTD...............................845...... E,O
Johnny’s Selected Seeds........................................................................1008....L,P,T
Jowat Corporation...................................................................................1040..........Z
Kemp’s Machine Co., Inc....................................................701, 703, 800, 802...... B,G
Kent Equipment..........................................529-533(odds), 628-632(evens)..........E
Keystone Cooperative.......................................................................706, 708.. C,D,Q
Kietzer Farms, Inc......................................................................................505...N,S,T
Kooljet Refrigeration Inc...........................................................................820..........B
Koppert Biological Systems......................................................................921... I,Q,U
Krieger’s Nursery.......................................................................................321.. N,Q,S
KWAG.........................................................................................................1213...J,N,P
Kwizda.......................................................................................................1037....... C,I
Kyriss Inc.....................................................................................................200.......I,M
LaGasse Machine & Fabrication.............................................................1029...... E,K
Landa’s Popcorn........................................................................................837... A,F,Z
Leach Food Equipment.........................................................................11, 12..........F
Leaf Ag Sales.............................................................................................1302....D,I,P
LeafFilter Gutter Protection....................................................................1027..........Z
Legacy Post and Supply............................................................................836... R,V,Z
Louis Gelder & Sons Company................... 651-659(odds), 750-758(evens)... E,K,V
MACMA.........................................................................................................318..........Z
MAF INDUSTRIES, INC................................................................................721......... G
Mana Culture Inc........................................................................................510.....E,I,L
Mast Young Plants....................................................................................1418........... I
Matricees Led Skin Tech............................................................................919............
MAX Co.,LTD..............................................................................................1021............
May Farms Spraying Equipment.......................................................354, 356..........E
MazePlay Inc................................................................................................. 17..........A
MCCUTCHEON’S APPLE PRODUCTS...........................................................81... A,F,Z
MDARD Farm-to-Family.................................................................................5..........X
MDARD / MAEAP and Regen Ag...............................................................1206..........X
MDARD-Produce Safety Program...............................................................43..........X
Mechanical Transplanter Co. LLC...............227-233(odds), 326-332(evens)....E,F,L
Meister Media Worldwide..................................................................607, 609..........Z
Michigan AgrAbility........................................................................ 1107, 1109...... X,Z
Michigan Agritourism Association........................................................49,56..........A
Michigan Apple Committee..............................................................300, 302............
Michigan Asparagus Advisory Board...........................................1115, 1117.......T,X
Michigan Center for Employee Ownership............................................1011..........Z
Michigan Cherry Committee.....................................................................400..........X
Michigan Community Mediation Association...........................................53..........X

Michigan Department of Labor & Economic Opportunity, Agricultural & 
Foreign Labor Services................................................................................73..........X
Michigan Farm Bureau...............................................................................320......W,X
Michigan Peat.............................................................................................838.......... J
Michigan State Horticulture Society Trust............................Grand Gallery ...........
Michigan State University-Institute of Agricultural Technology............72..........X
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Michigan Valley Irrigation.................................................................. 717, 719..... D,M
Michigan Vegetable Council....................................................Grand Gallery............
Microbial Science Laboratories LLC.......................................................1214..........Z
Mid-Michigan Agronomy.........................................................................1031..........Z
Midwest Steel Buildings............................................................................842....E,Y,Z
Migratory Bird Management.....................................................................616.......E,Y
MI Greenhouse Growers Council............................................ 98 - 2nd Floor........I,X
Miksanek Enterprises, Inc.................................................................413, 415...G,H,Y
Modern Produce Equipment LLC............................................. 327, 329, 426......... G
Monosem LLC.....................................................................................334, 336..........F
Monte Package Company......................... 401-405(odds), 500-504 (evens)... F,H,Z
Morgan Composting, Inc...............................................................1111, 1113... D,J,P
Morrison Industrial Equipment........................................ 745, 747, 844, 846....E,F,G
Moser Fruit Tree Sales................................................................................827...E,L,N
M & R Pickling...............................................................................................75............
MSU Extension Bulletins.........................................................Grand Gallery............
NAFDMA International Agritourism Association................................51, 54..........A
Nano-Yield..................................................................................................840...C,D,P
NAQQAR GROUP.........................................................................................957............
National MarketMaker Network.................................................................94..........Z
Naturally Better Soil Products, LLC.............................................1311, 1313...... D,J
Nature Safe Organic Fertilizers..............................................................1216... D,P,S
Nature’s Mace...........................................................................................1320...C,S,Z
NEVILL SUPPLY, INC........................................................................... 419, 421....E,V,Z
NEW AGE Laboratories............................................................................1872.....S,I,Y
Newton Crouch Company, LLC.........................................................539, 638...... E,Z
Next Step of West Michigan........................................................................52....... F,X
Nichino America, Inc..................................................................................926..........C
Nine Pin Cider...............................................................................................20... A,F,H
Noble Software Solutions.........................................................................713.. C,K,O
Nutrien Ag Solutions..................................................1119, 1121, 1218, 1220......C,D
OESCO, Inc......................................................................................1127, 1226... E,L,K
OnPoint Applications Group LLC......................................................932, 934...... C,E
Osborne Seed Company...........................................................................408..........T
OWL VISION.................................................................................................906...E,O,Z
Oxbo..........................................................................................................1131...E,K,Q
Packaging Corp of America...............................................................909, 911......... H
PanAmerican Seed.................................................................................... 416.......S,T
Paul Boers Manufacturing........................................................................913.......I,M
Peach Ridge Orchard Supply, Inc...................................................901, 1000... K,L,V
Phil Brown Welding Corp............................ 627-635(odds), 726-734(evens)... E,K,V
Plant Products Inc........................................................................ 1306, 1308....D,I,U
PolyExpert Inc..........................................................................................1126..H,M,Z
Power Yield Plus.........................................................................................513......... D
Precision Mazes............................................................................................86..........A
Progressive Plastics, Inc..........................................................................1012............
Provide Agro/N.M. Bartlett................ 1233-1237(odds), 1332-1336(evens)... E,G,V
Purple Wave Auction................................................................................1129............
Putnam Plastics Farm Products.............................................................1201......... H
Quest Products LLC...................................................................................611.. C,D,H
Rebel Cultures..........................................................................................1150............
Reeman Farm Equipment..........................335-341(odds), 434-440(evens)..........E
Reister’s Grower Services.................................................................918, 920...C,D,P
Renewal By Andersen................................................................................201..........Z
Rhiannan Sibbald Creative Studio.........................................................1800..........Z
R.H. Wiles Sales..................................................................455, 457, 554, 556... E,X,Z
Ridge Automation LLC...................................................................1151, 1250...... E,K
Rimol Greenhouses..................................................................................1006........... I
Rispens Seeds, Inc.............................................................................507, 509..........T
River City Insurance Group.......................................................................733.........W
Rockford Package Supply.........................................1001, 1003, 1100, 1102... A,F,H
Roost Bookkeeping...................................................................................711.........W
Rovensa Next......................................................................................710, 712...... D,P
Rupp Seeds, Inc.......................................................................... 617, 619, 621..........T
Sakata Seed America, Inc.........................................................................508..........T
SAN Agrow..................................................................................................941...... D,P
Scherger’s Kettle..........................................................................................89............
Scott Colville Crop Insurance................................................................... 417.........W

Searles Cleaning Systems......................................................................... 741..........F
Seedway, LLC..................................................................................1118, 1120..........T
Shawnee Canning Co................................................................. 13, 77, 78, 79..........F
Shiflett’s Inc..............................................................................................1236............
Sigma Ag..............................................1444-1452(evens), 1345-1353(odds)......E,M
Simpson Family Estates.............................................................................. 74.......F,R
South East VAL6, INC......................................................................1154, 1055..........E
Spectrum Technologies, Inc.....................................................................847..E,M,O
SPR Agri.....................................................................................................1309.... E,I,Z
Spring Brook Supply..........................................................................851, 950...E,M,V
State Fair Mini Donuts..................................................................................57..........A
State of Michigan, MIOSHA CET Division.....................................................6..........X
Stokes Blueberry Farms & Nursery..........................................................902......... Q
Stokes Seeds, Inc...............................................................601, 603, 700, 702..........T
Storage Control Systems, Inc........................................................... 527, 626......G,B
St. Steve’s Farm-Crafted Beverages...........................................................90.......A,F
Summit Laboratory LLC............................................................................608.......Y,Z
Summit Tree Sales, Inc......................................................................803, 805......... N
Superb Horticulture...........................................................127, 129, 226, 228...E,Q,R
Superior Wind Machine.................................................................1045, 1047..........E
Syngenta Crop Protection.................................................................718, 720....... C,I
Syngenta Professional Solutions...........................................................1318.......C,T
System Clean, Inc...............................................................................340, 342....E,F,G
T3 Technologies, Inc..................................................................................602.. K,O,Z
Taylor Freezer of Michigan..........................................................................69..........Z
Techmark....................................................................................................707...E,G,K
Tend...........................................................................................................1010......... O
Tew Manufacturing Corp...................................................451, 453, 550, 552......... G
The Haefling Group......................................................................................95...... A,Z
The Red Swing Company.............................................................................47........I,Z
Thomas Bros. Equipment Sales.................131-147(odds), 230-246(evens)... E,Q,V
ThorPack LLC..............................................................................938, 940, 942...F,G,H
Thunderbird Plastics................................................................................. 910......... G
Tilmor................................................................................... 1329, 1331, 1333....F,P,Z
Tilth Soil....................................................................................................1428... D,J,P
TimacAgro USA...................................................................................928, 930......... D
TOMRA.......................................................................................................1146..G,H,Q
Top Home Improvements.........................................................................613..........Z
TotalGrow Lights........................................................................................929........... I
Traction Ag..................................................................................................704..... O,W
Treffler-Man@Machine............................................................................1110... E,L,P
Trickl-Eez Irrigation...................................................................809, 811, 813.........M
TriEst Ag Group...........................................................................................814..C,D,M
Union Bank...............................................................................................1041.........W
University of Maryland................................................................................80.. O,N,X
University of Minnesota Superior Fruit Innovations..............................931...R,S,X
UPL  NA, Inc.................................................................................727, 826, 828... C,P,R
Valent U.S.A........................................................................................819, 821...C,P,Q
Vandenberg Hort.....................................................................................1400............
Van Well Nursery Inc................................................................................1013......... N
Verdant Robotics™.....................................................................................420..........E
Vivid Machines............................................................................................946......O,R
VM Agritech.................................................................................................315............
Wafler Nursery............................................................................................804......... N
Warner & Warner, Inc...............................................................................1051......... H
WECO The Science of Optical Sorting..............................751, 753, 850, 852......... Q
West Branch Wood Treating Sales...........................................................835.......V,Z
Wetterfrosch Farm Tools.........................................................................1327............
Wilbur Ellis Co.....................................................................................501, 600......C,D
Willow Drive Nursery.................................................................................402......... N
Willsie Equipment Sales............................................................................243.. G,K,Z
Woodpecker Microsystems.....................................................................1028..E,M,O
WP Innova.................................................................................................1420....E,I,H
Your Site Storage........................................................................... 1823, 1825..........Z
Zenport.....................................................................................................1341..........K

TRADE SHOW BOOTH LOCATIONS    as of November 12
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Enclosed Walkway to DeVos 
Place Convention Center

AMWAY GRAND PLAZA - 2ND FLOOR - CONCOURSE LEVEL

TRADE SHOW MAP
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FRUIT, VEGETABLE  & FARM MARKET
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@glexpo@theglexpo @glexpo @great-lakes-expo

www.glexpo.com

#glexpo

The Michigan Greenhouse Growers Expo is
sponsored by the Metropolitan Detroit Flower
Growers Association and the Western Michigan
Greenhouse Association

EXPO PLANNING GROUP

SHARE YOUR EXPO EXPERIENCE ON SOCIAL MEDIA

Dec. 10-12, 2024 Grand Rapids, MI
Bernie Swindeman Memorial 
Dave Smith Michigan Vegetable Council
Great American Media Services
Henry Butchie DeBlouw Memorial Fund
John Bukovac Memorial

Michigan State Horticultural Society 
Nutrien Ag Solutions
Syngenta Crop Protection, LLC
Valent USA, LLC

SCHOLARSHIP SPONSORS

EXPO SPONSORS

GOLD
BASF  
Nutrien Ag Solutions
UPL NA, Inc

SILVER
Academy Financial  
Agribusiness Services
AgroFresh
BASF/Nunhems
Great America Media
HM Clause 
Illinois Foundation Seeds, Inc.
MACMA
MAF Industries, Inc.
Nano-Yield
Shawnee Canning Company

BRONZE
Advancing Alternatives
Arlene Resource Management
Atticus, LLC
Bayer Crop Science
Burpee 
Ecorobotix 
Enza Zaden
H2 Organizer
Koppert Biologicals Systems
MSU-IAT
Rockford Package Supply
Syngenta Crop Protection, LLC
Wafler Nursery
VM Agritech


